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which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, when formed. 

Also, the petition of Cephas Chase, for an ad- 
ditional pension; which was referred to the ap- 
propriate committee, when formed. 

On motion by Mr. DE WITT, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Andrew Sinith, 
fur the purpose of again presenting them to the House. 


On motion by Mr. MEACHAM, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Rebecca Free- 
man, for the purpose of presenting them at the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, 
it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the petition of Joseph Webb for increase 
of pension, with the accompanying .papers ; and that the 


same be referred to the Committee on invalid Pensions, 
when formed. 


On motion by Mr. TWEED, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Brown, for an in- 
crease of pension, with the papers accompanying thereto, 
be withdrawn from the files of the House; and that the 
same be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
when formed. 


Mr. CLINGMAN gave notice of his intention 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, to move 
that so much of the existing rules as provides for 
calling the States for petitions be abolished. 

Also, of a motion to change the rules, so as to 
provide for calling the States for resolutions in- 
stead of petitions. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE gave notice of his in- 
tention on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, 
to introduce a bill, asking a grant of the public 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Girard, Alabama, to Mobile. 

The States having now all been called for pe- 
titions, the Speaker announced that the next busi- 
ness in order would be the calling of committees 
for reports; but no committee having as yet been 
appointed, that order would, for to-day, be dis- 
pensed with. 

ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

The Senate resolution relative to the election of 
Chaplain was, on motion, taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. DEAN. Is not the first business in order 
now the proposition to proceed to the election of 
a Chaplain? 

The SPEAKER. Not according to the usual 
custom, until the Senate have elected their Chap- 
lain, and informed the House of his election. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move to reconsider the 
vdte by which the resolution from the Senate 
with regard to the election of Chaplains was 
agreed to, with a view of laying that resolution 
on the table until we learn from the Senate what 
disposition they have made of the House resolu- 
tion. 

The question was taken on Mr. Henpricx’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the vote was reconsidered; and the question 
recurred upon the adoption of the resolution from 
the Senate. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. 
resolution on the table. 
Mr. CHASE. I desire to offer a substitute. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I will hear what it is. 
Mr. CHASE. My substitute is as follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the clergy of 
the several religious denominations in the city of Wash- 
ington be requested to officiate as Chaplains in both Houses 
ot Congress during the present Congress alternately, and 
that the usual compensation be equally divided among said 
clergy so officiating. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
lution on the table. 

The SPEAKER. And the substitute also? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. No, sir; my motion was 
pending, so that the substitute could not be offered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood that 
the gentleman withdrew his motion to allow the 
substitute to be offered. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. No, sir; I merely wished 
to hear what it was. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hen- 
DRICKS motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the resolution lies upon the table. 
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I now move to lay the 


I move to lay the reso- 





| House. 


\l 


| of questionable propriety to-morrow. 


by the gentleman who presented the bills. 


INDIANA UNIVERSITY LANDS. 


The following bill from the Senate was then 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and read a first 
and second time by its title, viz: 

** An act to indemnify the State of Indiana for the failure 
of title to a township of land granted to said State on her 
admission into the Union, in 1816.” 

The Clerk read the bill, which authorized the 
Governor of Indiana to select out of the United 
States lands in said State, subject to private entry, 
nineteen thousand and forty acres of land in legal 
subdivisions, to which patent shall issue; provided 
that the proceeds of said lands, when sold, shall be 
and forever remain a fund for the use of the Indi- 
ana University. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no motion to 
refer the bill, the question will be upon its en- 
grossment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I desire to have that bill put 
upon its passage now, and | presume that, when 
1 state the facts of the case, not a single member 
of the House will object to it. This bill, after 
full explanation, passed the Senate unanimously 
at the last session. It came to this House, and 
at the instance of my colleague at that time, Colo- 
nel Gorman, it passed the House. But, through 
inadvertency on the partof the Clerk, it was not 
laid before the President for his signature, and 
was thereby lost. 

The bill is simply to indemnify the State of In- 
diana fora part of a section of land granted to her 
on her admission into the Union, in 1816, for the 
purposes of her State University, the title to whiv 
has failed. It grants her the right, through her 
Governor, to select an equal amount of refuse lands 
within the State, now belonging to the United 
States. It does not give her the right to go out- 
side the State in the selection. 1 trust the bill will 
be put upon its passage at once. 

Mr. MILLSON. | hope that the practice will 
not be followed during this session of Congress. 
And I am very sure that my friend from Indiana 
will himself see the propriety of allowing all bills 
to be referred to the proper committee. Let the 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
Being of the nature of a private bill, it 
will be speedily reached. Though the bill itself 
may be a very proper one, and one to which I 
may have no objection at all, yet, sir, the motion 
to pass it is not one which ought to be carried; 
and | was glad to see that there was a resolution in- 
troduced the other day by the colleague of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,}| which aimed 
at this very practice. ‘Thatresolution was designed 
to require every bill to be referred to a Committee 
of the Whole or to a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, without any debate at all. 


' L object to this hasty consideration of bills, and 


not because I object to the bill now introduced 
by the gentleman from Indiana, of which I know 
nothing. If we allow this thing to be done to- 
day, it may be done by other gentlemen in cases 
Weshould 
have very little excuse for objecting to this course 
in other cases if we now adopt it at the instance 
of the gentleman from Indiana. I move to refer 
this bill te a Committee of the Whole House, or, 
if gentlemen prefer it, to a Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HENN. I will say, respecting these two 
bills, that they were passed last session, and 
signed by the President of the Senate, and by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; but 
they failed to obtain the signature of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, because they were mis- 
laid in the Clerk’s office, where they were lodged 
They 
were put away in his desk, and could not be ob- 
tained by the committee in order to present them 
to the President in time for his signature. One of 
these bills was passed yesterday by this House, 
Mr. Eastman having charge of the bill. The 
other is the bill now otfered, and I can see no ob- 
jection at all to its passage. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to refer it to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I am net desirous to be 


pertinacious; but if this bill be ref 
lead to dangerous practices 


erred, it might 
Having passed both 
Houses of Congress the last sessiou, and, as | 
am informed, by a unanimous vote, and now 
having passed the Senate unanimously, | cannot 
see the necessity of referring it. 


Every member who has served in 


this House 
knows very well that our Private Calendar becomes 
encumbered, a i that we in ONLY pass bills of a 
private character on da when discussion is 
not allowed l ask that the bill be »W pon 
is passage; and to secure that object, I c 
for the previous question, inless " member 


expresses a desire of speakir 
Mr. HILLYER. 
sity for the passave 
Mr. DUNHAM. There is only one necessity 
The SPEAKER. Discussion 1s not in order, 
as the previous question has | 
Mr. DUNHAM. I wit 
previous que ation. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. How much 
land do we grant under the provisions of the bi 
Mr. DUNHAM, 


be taken from the refuse land within 


Now lw 


¥ to the | 
Is there any urgent neces- 


of the bill now 


een Ca ed for, 


hdraw the call for the 


Nineteen thousand ac 





lanswer the inquiry of theg 


from the State of Georgia, [Mr. Hittver,] and 
very briefly. The institution named is one of 
which the State feels justly proud, a id while this 
matter is in the precarious condition 1 which it 
now 1s, there is, of course, much anxiety felt about 
She If this bill should fro upon the Calendar, and 
by any inadvertence should agam fail, the inet 


tion must probably soon suspend for want of 
funds. I call for the previous question. 

Mr. O 
call, while 1 submit to the House a few words on 
this matter fr 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
renew it. 

Mr. ORR. I was a member at the last session 
of Congress of the Committee on Public Lands. 
This bill came before us then, and after examina- 
lion, Was unanimously reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it be passed. It 
did pass the House, but was lost in the way sug- 
gested by my friend from lowa, [Mr. Henn 


Though I do not approve of the plan of taking up 


RR. Will the gentleman withdraw the 


I will, if the gentleman will 


bills and putting them upon their passage 
reference, and out of their order, the Elouse may 
rest satisfied that there is nothing wrong in the 
provisions of this bill It ought to be passed. 

Mr. CULLOM. What was the 
land lost which this bi 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
I will state, if the gentleman will allow me, the 
manner in which it was lost. When Indiana was 
admitted as a State into this Union, Congress 
intended to grant a certain amount of land fora 
university within that State; but for nineteen 
thousand acres of that Amount the United States 
had not at the time a good title, it having been 
reviously granted for another object. 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, I hope the 
gentleman from Indiana does not suppose that by 
the motion I have submitted, | had the slightest 
reference to the merits of the bill under considera- 
tion. I know the 
in regard to the dispatch of the public business 
well enough to be satisfied that he himself agrees 


amount of 
now proposes to makeup ? 


‘ { } j > 
vineteen tno ind acres. 


sentiments of that gentleman 


with me, and that he would, in any otherthan the 
present case, vote with me. If this bill have 
merits—and | do not question it—it will be passed. 
It will be the first bill, perhaps,on the Calendar sand, 
if my motion prevail, onthe private Calendar, and 
will be reached under the rulesof the House every 


Friday. If this bill have no merits, it ought 
not to be passed ; and if it be a good bill, it is in 


no danger. I object then to the proposed mode « f 
proceeding at the commencemenit of this session. 
, It is well for us to adopt a wholesome practice, 
and prevent the establishment of a precedent which 
will be followed and attended with many injerious 
results. This isthe time, | submit, for the House 
to set itself resolutely avainst the passage of any 
bill on the representation of its friends, and befere 


any opportunity has been afforded for mvestiga- 
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tion of its merits. I know very well, sir, thata 
good deal of weight is justly due to the fact that 
this bill passed both Houses of Congress; but I 
rest that very many bills pas ed both Houses 
of Congress duri the last session which ought 
not, and will not, pass through this Congress. 
But, however that may be, let us agree now to 
pass no bill whatever until it shall have gone 
through the ordinary and necessary forms of legis- 
lation—until it shall have been referred to the 
appropriate committee, and investigated, Let all 
bills be printed and laid upon the tablesof members 
according to the practice of the House. Let the 
report be submitted, and let those who may have 
objections to any bill, have an opportunity of 
presenting them: but for God’s sake let us not 
now, upon the third day of the session, establish 
the practice in any case, however strong it may 
seem to be, of passing a billon the representation 
of its friends alone. 

I have no doubt, personally, of the correctness 
of the statement of the gentleman from Indiana. I 
know he acts in good faith, and I have implicit 
confidence in his statement. But there may be 
other cases where we may be called upon to do 
the same thing, when we have not sufficient 
knowledge upon the subject. The bill is in no 
danger, and to pass this bill to-day, without even 
the printing of it, without its examination by any 
committee, we shall do that which may be drawn 
into a precedent; and I trust, sir, the House will 
see proper to disregard the urgent appeal of the 
gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. COBB. IL suppose the House is well in- 
formed in relation to the subject before them; and 
as we have many other bills which we desire to 
present, 1] think, in order to economise the time f 
the louse, I shall do well in moving the previous 
question. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope the gentleman from 
Alabama will withdraw the previous question 
until | can make a single inquiry. 

Mr. COBB. I will withdraw it, if the gentle- 
man desires it. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
at the hands of Aspury Dickrns, its Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had passed 
a joint resolution of the following title, with an 
amendment, viz: 

* Joint resolution for the relief of Alexander P. Field, 
late Secretary of Wisconsin, and sureties.’’ 

Also, that the Senate had elected the Rev. Henry 
Slicer as Chaplain on their part. 


INDIANA UNIVERSITY LANDS. 

Mr. CULLOM. I simply wish to make an in- 
quiry of the gentleman from Indiana, who is 
pressing the passage of this resolution in some- 
what of hothaste. Iam not, like my friend from 
Indiana, in full recollection of all the facts con- 
nected with this matter. 1] understand that this 
bill proposes to appropriate lands to the State of 
Indiana in lieu of lands lost to the University of 
Indiana, and which were granted to her on her 
admission into the Union in 1816. I want to in- 
quire of my friend, whether the lands lost to the 
State University, was not gained by another Uni- 
versity in the State, and whether the State of In- 
diana did not have the full benefit of it? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Nominally, those lands have 
been recovered by what purports to be another 
institution, but actually, as | understand, no such 
institution has been in existence for more than 
thirty years, and never was a State institution, 
but a private corporation, in which the State 
has never in any way had any interest, and over 
which it has never had any control. The intention 
of Congress was to endow a State institution, en- 
tirely under the control of, and belonging to, the 
State. Congress, the State, and everybody else 
so understood it, and acted accordingly. The 
State Legislature took possession of and sold 
these lands, established a State University, erected 
buildings, and applied the funds arising from the 
sale of these and other lands to its permanent en- 
dowment, It has now been in successful operation 
for nearly thirty years, and isat this time one of the 
most flourishing institutions of the kind in the 
West. 

The corporate University at Vincennes quietly 
acquiesced in this state of things, and, as every- 
hele supposed, became dissolved and extinct. 


But within a few years past, this private corpora- | 


tion has been resuscitated, and, by a late decision | 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, declared | 
to be entitled to some nineteen thousand acres of 
the lands with which the State institution was 
endowed, This does not Jeave the latter sufficient 
funds to sustain itself, and, if some remedy 1s not 
provided, it must fail. It was clearly the inten- 
tion of Congress, by the act admitting Indiana into 


the Union, and therefore it became a part of the 


contract upon which she came into the Union, 
that she should have a grant of two whole town- 
ships of land to endow a State institution of learn- 
ing. The title to one of those townships failed, 
and she has been deprived of it because Congress, 
according to the decision of the court, had pre- 
viously granted it to others. It is, therefore, for 
this House to say whether the contract, upon 
which the State came into the Union, shall be 
mantained by making up this deficiency or not; 
whether this institution shall now go down for 


want of the endowment Congress stands pledged 


to bestow upon it. 

Mr. WALSH. [rise to a question of order, | 
and it is this: 
the previous question, shut off everybody else in 
the House from speaking, and then continue to | 
talk himself? Does the previous question include | 
him as well as the rest of the House? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is not 
vending. 

Mr. CULLOM. 1 will not trespass upon the 
time of the House, but I must say that the ex- 
planation of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. | 
Dunuam,] has fully confirmed me in the convic- | 
tion that this bill should take the course of other 
bills. The explanation of my friend has fallen 
very far short of satisfying me that this thing | 
should not be further investigated in the House. 
The former action of the Senate and this House | 
will have very little influence upon my course | 
when I come to vote upon this question. With- | 
out intending to be understood by my friend from | 
Indiana as being at all hostile to the measure, yet 
for the purpose of a better understanding of this | 
thing, | am compelled to concur in the sentiments | 
of my friend from the State of Virginia, [Mr. 
Mittson,] that this bill ought to be referred to a 
committee. 

Mr. McMULLIN. It seems to me that noth- | 
ing can be done here, if every gentleman is to | 
occupy the regular time allotted for public busi- 
ness in explanation of his local bill. More time 
will evidently be consumed in this way than 
would be by referring bills of this character to the 
appropriate committee; and, therefore, for the 
purpose of disposing of this matter, as I cordially | 
coneur with the views of my colleague upon my 
right, [Mr. Mitrson,] I call the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered. 

The question first recurring upon the motion to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and order it to be printed, it was put, | 
and carried in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred. 


ELECTION OF A CHAPLAIN AGAIN. 
Mr. FLORENCE. 


Chaplain ? 
The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I move, then, that the 
House do now proceed to the election of a Chap- 


lain, in accordance with the order passed on yes- | 


terday. 

Mr. HENN. 
adjourn. 

{Cries of “No!” **No!’’} 


I move that the House do now 


The question was put, and the House refused to | 


adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
The SPEAKER. 
ate announcing the election of a Chaplain will be 

read, 


The message was then read, as inserted above. | 


The SPEAKER. The message informs the 


House of the election of a Chaplain upon the part | 


of the Senate, but does not inform us of their con- 


currence in the House resolution, to which the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. FrLorence] | 


refers. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


_ vided for the election of a ( 


Has a gentleman a right to make | 
a motion, and then after making his speech, call | 


|| nation. 
two or three different Methodist denominations 


Is it not now in order to | 
move that the House proceed to the election of a | 





| 
It occurs to me that no || 


Dec. 8, 


further notice of the concurrence of the Senn; 
the House resolution is necessary. We have ; 

dence that they have elected a Chaplain ina a. 
reasonable, therefore, to infer that they seg 
curred in the resolution of the House, 


in 


y hay & ex 
which DI 


mne- 


Shaplain upon 
part. I think no further notice is required: » 
if it be in order, I again move that ie Henn 
do now proceed to the election of a Chaplain 2 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. It occurs to 
that the House resolution has not been ¢ 
in by the Senate. That resolution declared that 
Chapiains belonging to different denomination 
were to be elected by the respective ait 
The message we have received from the Batnie 
informs us of the election of a Chaplain by that 
body, but it does not inform us to what denomi- 
nation he belongs; and how are we to elect one 
of a different denomination until we 
knowledge? 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the gentleman from 
Virginia will yield me the floor fora moment, I will 
inform him that the Senate have elected for their 
Chaplain the Rev. Henry Slicer, a clergyman of 
the Methodist denomination. 

Mr. BAYLY. Will the gentleman inform me 
to which branch of the Methodists he belones? 
That is a point to be considered. The gentleman 
says, Mr. Slicer belongs to the Methodist denomi- 
Now, if I am not mistaken, there are 


their 


tO me 
oncurred 


nate 


OS8eSS that 


Will he inform me to which of these the Chaplain 
the Senate have elected belongs? [Laughter.} 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would sucvest 
this difficulty: The resolution adopted by the 
House changes the custom heretofore pursued 
for the election of Chaplain. It provides that 
he shall be elected for the present Congress, 
Heretofore he has been elected only for a single 
session. It will,therefore, be of some importance 
to ascertain definitely whether the Senate have 
concurred in that resolution, and whether we are 
to elect a Chaplain for one session or two. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I suppose it 
is now discretionary with us to elect a Chaplain 
or not. The Senate have elected theirs, and in- 
formed us simply of the fact. It is therefore for 
us to elect whoever we please, without any refer- 
ence to the denomination. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Fiorence’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

The House then proceeded to the execution of 
its order. 

The SPEAKER announced that nominations 
were in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE nominated Rev. Mr. Tustin. 

Mr. ENGLISH nominated Rev. John W. 
Jackson. 

Mr. LILLY nominated Rev. C. D. West- 
brook. ® 

Mr. BISSELL nominated Rev. T. C. Teas- 
dale. 

Mr. INGERSOLL nominated Rev. A. Hol- 
mead. 

Mr. MACY nominated Rev. George W. Os- 
born. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, nominated Rev. 
Wm. H. Milburn. 

Mr. MATTESON nominated Rev. Mr. Cha- 

in. 

Mr. WALSH nominated Rev. Miss Antoinette 
Brown. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will the gentlemen be good 
enough to inform the House what denomination 
of Christians their nominees belong to? 

[Cries of ** No!” ** No!’ and laughter. ]} 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman wishes to 


| inquire, he may do so. 


Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman whom | 
nominate is a Presbyterian. 
Mr. HENN asked to be, and was excused from 


| voting on the election of Chaplain. 
I now call up my motion. || 
The message from the Sen- 


The Chair appointed Mr. Eneuisn, Mr. Mar- 
reson, Mr. Cuttom, and Mr. Harris, of Ala- 
bama, tellers. The Clerk proceeded to call the 
roll; and the following was the result of the vote, 
viz: 

W hole number of votes cast, 200; necessary to 
a choice, 101; of which— 

Mr. Tustin received ........00. 

Mr. Miah: ccacic cee sks 

Mr. Teasdale 

Mr. Westbrook......... 

— ) ll ee 

Bir. JacksOM. co.cc cccccesvccccccces 
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The following is the vote tn detail: 

For Mr. Tustin—Messrs. Ball, Benson, Bocock, Boyce, 

Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Clark, Cox, Cullom, Dawson, De Witt, Dickinson, 
Disney, Drum, Edgerton, Edmundson, Etheridge, Faulk- 
ner, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Goodrich, Hastings, Hunt, 
Kerr, Kidw ell, Letcher, Lindley, Lindgay, Maxwell, John 
«G. Miller, Millson, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Powell, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Riddle, David 
Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, 
Shower, Snodgrass, Straub, John L. Taylor, Trout, Tap 
nan Weatworth, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer. 
: For Mr. Milburn—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Bovd, Chandler, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, Col- 
ouitt, Cook, Corwin, Craige, Curtis, Catting, Dent, Dow 
dell, Eastman, Everhart, Ewing, Gamble, Grey, Sampson 
W. Harris, Wiley P. tlarris, Haven, Heister, Houston, 
Knox, Latham, Lyon, McNair, McQueen, Maurice, Mid- 
dieswarth, Morgan, Norton, Peckham, Philips, Reese, 
Ruffin, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Hestor L. Stevens, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Walbridge, 
Elliiu B. Washburne, Wheeler, and Yates. 

For Mr. Teasdale—Messts. James C. Allen, Willis Al- 
ten, Belcher, Bissell, Bliss, Chase, Chastain, Cobb, Ellison, 
Farley, Green, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Hill, Hillyer, 
Kittredge, MeCulloch, MeDougal, MceMullin, Morrison, 
Oids, Orr, Pennington, Phelps, Richardson, Thomas 
Ritchey, Sabin, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, Thurston, 


For Mr. Holmead—Messrs. Dick, Goode, Hamilton, 
flowe, Ingersoll, Keitt, Kurtz, Lamb, May, Noble, Par 
ker, Pratt, Seymour, and Vansant. 

For Mr. Westbrook—Messrs. Dean, Fenton, Grow, 
Hibbard, Hughes, Daniel T. Jones, Lilly, Packer, Peck, 
Bishop Perkins, Rowe, John J. Taylor, Walker, and West 
brook. 

For Mr. Jackson—Messrs. Chamberlain, John G. Da 
vis, Dunham, Eddy, English, Andrew J. Harlan, Hen- 
dricks, Johnson, Lane, Mace, and Smith Miller. 

For Mr. Chapin—Messrs. Banks, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Thomas Davis, Matteson, and Israel Washburn. 

For Mr. Hodges—Messrs. Crocker and Pringle. 

For Mr. Beecher—Messrs. Giddings and Wade. 

For Mr. Hosier—Messrs. Macy and Shannon. 

For Mr. Hutchinson—Mr. Appleton. 
For Mr. Donnelly—Mr. David Stuart. 
For Miss Antoinette Brown—Mr. Walsh. 


No candidate having received a majority, there 
was no election. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. I wish to 
inquire of the Chair whether it isin order to vote 
for Mr. Milburn? We have adopted a resolution 
that the Chaplains of the two Houses shall belong 
to different religious denominations, and I under- 
stand that Mr. Milburn belongs to the same de- 
nomination as the gentleman who has already 
been elected as Chaplain of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER pre tempore. The Chair will 
inform the gentleman from New York that the 
Senate have not informed the House of their action 
upon that resolution. We are, therefore, acting 
now independently of the Senate. 

Mr. RIDDLE. As Doctor Tustin received the 
highest number of votes on the first ballot, I desire 
to know if it is in order to offer a resolution de- 
claring him Chaplain? 

[Loud cries of ** No!’? “ No!”’ 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair thinks it 
would not bein order. 

Mr. SAGE. I desire to know if it is in order to 
limit the voting to the candidates who received the 
three highest votes on the last call? 

[Several Members. ‘* Oh, no!”’ 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair has no 
power to impose any such limitation. 

Mr. ROWE. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Phe question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. LILLY. I beg leave to withdraw the name 
of Mr. Westbrook. 

The House then proceeded to a second vote for 
Chaplain, with the following result : 

Whole number of votes given 199; necessary 
to a choice 100; of which 


Mr. Milburn received...... 
Mr. Tustin...... 


° “Serie tre Soke edsd ccodee SO 
eee a. Sapirebcon wikis ee 
Mr. Holmead....... ag tas eae 8. gee Savet abt deene 4 
Mr. Jackson...... sO Sade oe eed aaa eonee ° mad’ Fi 
Miss Antoinette Brown ...........- sees bedéveis J 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Milburn—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Apple- 
ton, Ashe, David J. Bailey. Thotnas H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, 
Barksdale, Barry, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Boyd, Bridges, 


Brooks, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chand 
ler, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Col 
quitt, Cook, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Curtis, Cutt 


Thomas Davis, Dean, Dent, Dickinson, Dowd Eastma 
Eddy, Ellison, Everhart, Ewing, Fento Fuller, Gamble, 
Goode, Goodrich, Green, Grey, Grow. idrew J. Harlan, 
Saml. W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Haven, H 
ter, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, Daniel T. Jones, Keitt, K 


ridge, Knox, Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsay, Lyon. 
McCulloch, McDougal, McNair, MeQueen, Mace. Mau 
rice, May, Middieswarth, Morgan, Noble, Olds, Orr, Pack 
er, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Ph 
Philips, Pratt, Pringle, Reese, Richardson, David Rit 

Rowe, Ruffin, Sapp, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander 4 
Stephens, Hestor L. Steveus, Straub, David Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, Wablbridge, 





Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan Went 
worth, Westbrook, Wheeler. Witte, and Vates 

For Mr. Tustin—Messrs. Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Cox, Cullom, Dawson, De 
Witt, Disney, Drum, Dunham, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin. Hendricks, Hib 
bard, Hunt, Ingersoll, Kerr, Kidwell, Lamb, Lindley, 
Macdonald, Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, Mayall, John G@ 
Miller, Millson, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, John E. Perkins, Powell, Puryear, Ready, Riddle, 
Robbins, Russell, Sage, Shannon, Shaw, Snodgrass, Tracy, 
Trout, Vansant, Walker, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zolli 
coffer. 

For Mr. Teasdale—Messrs. Willis Allen, Belcher, Bis 
sell, Chase, John G. Davis, Farley, Greenwood, Aaron 
Harlan, Hill, Hughes, MeMullin, Smith Miller, Morri<on, 
Thomas Ritchie, Sabin, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, Thurs 
ton, Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, and Vail. 

For Mr. Holmead—Messrs. Dick, Hamilton, Seymour, 
and Shower 

For Mr. Jackson—Mr. English 

For Miss Antoinette Brown—Mr. Walsh. 


The SPEAKER pro tem. thereupon announced 
that Mr. Milburn having received a majority of 
the votes cast was duly elected Chaplain of the 
House. 

On motion by Mr. BRIDGES, the House then 
adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 






IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, December 8, 1853. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sricer, Chaplain to the 
penate. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap 


proved. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. | desire to move that 
when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. I| think this ts necessary 
to enable Senators to prepare themselves with 
reference to the committees, and to make prepara- 
uons for winter quarters. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SICKNESS IN EMIGRANT SHIPS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. appointed Messrs. 
Fisn, SuHietps, Sumner, Hamuin, and Bensamin 
the select committee, under the resolution yester- 
day adopted, to inquire into the causes of the 
sickness and mortality on board of emigrant ves- 
sels, and report whether any and what further 
legislation is necessary for the better protection of 
the lives and health of passengers in such vessels. 

DEATH OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. HUNTER. Since the adjournment of the 
last Congress, an event has occurred which it be- 
comes us to notice. The American people have 
lost a Vice President, and the Senate a Presiding 
Officer, by the death of Winuiam R. Kine, whio 
departed this life on the 18th of April last, at his 
home in the State of Alabama. I rise toask that 
we may pause for a day at least in our delibera- 
tions upon the affairs of life, to devote it to the 
memory of one who was bound to us by so many 
personal and official ties. Surely, sir, there are 
none within the limits of this wide-spread Con- 
federacy, to whom the life and services of Witniam 
R. Kine are known, who would not be | eady 
with some offering, either of public respéct or 
personal affection, to bestow upon his tomb. 
There have been few public men, whose lives 
have been as long and as active as his, who have 
made more friends, and none, | am sure, ever 
left fewer enemies. Nor was his one of those 
cold and impassive characters which shed their 
light without heat, but its kindly influences fell 
with genial and friendly warmth within whatever 
circle he might move. 

It is a happy thing for a country when the lives 
of its public men may be thrown freely open to 
the world, and challenge its closest scrutiny, with 
a consciousness on tne part of the friend y critic 
that there is no blot to be concealed, and no giar- 

‘ing fault which a love of truth forbids him to 
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deny, and his own sense of right scarcely 


t allows 
him to palliate Here, at least, is a public m 

in whose life there can be found no instance « 
mean or equivoc atit action, none of a denpartur 
from the self-imposed restraints of a retined a 
lofty sense of honor, and none in which ¢ er the 
fear of man or the seductions of ambition tempte 
him to a deed which could destroy etther his own 
self-respect or the respect of others for him. He 


trod the difficu and devious paths to politi 


preferment long and successfully, and yet he ke 


his robes unsoiled by the vile mire which so ofter 
pollutes those ways. It is said, that the story of 
every human life, if rightly told, may convey a 
useful lesson to those who survive. Of all the 
public men whom [| have known, there are none 
whose lives teach more imopre ely the great 
moral of the strength which public virtue gives 
than that of Colonel Kine His w an instance 
in Which greatness was achieved without the aid 
of those brilliant qualities whose rare assem| e 
the world calls genius, but by what is better 
far, a sound judgment, a resolute purpose to pu 
sue the right, and a capacity to gather wisdom 
from experience. 

He was no orator, and yet from the force of 
character he could wield an influence which mere 
or ite ry neve! Cc mn nit led tle } ad 1 vthe ! { t 
presumptuous self-confidence wl 1 80 often ¢ 
leads ourselves and others, and which, though a 
dangerous, 1s sti i ymmmanding quality but he 
knew how to inspire a people with a 1 or 
dence in the soundness of his judgement and the 
integrity of his purpose, so as to be looked to as 
a safe depositary of trust and power 

Although gentle and kind in his interecou 
with others, he co i be tern enough v » the 
public interests or | personal honor required it 
He was a man, sir, whose whole soul would 
have sickened under a sense of persona! onor 

It is not surprising, then, that each step in é 
political career of such a man should have be 
crowned with public honors. At the ave of 
twenty-one he was elected to the Legislature of 
North Carolina, his native State, where he served 
until he was made Solicitor. In that capacity 
acted until he was twenty-five years of are, whe 
he was sent to the House of Represe: tive of 
the United States, where he served from 181] to 
1816, when he resigned to go abroad a retary 
of Lecation to Mr. Pinckney, our Minister to 


Russia. Upon his return he emigrated to Ala- 
bama, where he was almost mnmediately sent to 
their Constitutional Convention. ; 

And at the first session of the first Legislature 


which assembled afterwards, he was sent to the 


. I 
Senate of the United States from the State of 
Alab ma, where he may bes 1id to have served con 
tinuously, until his election to the Vice Presider - 
with the exception of two years, when he was 
Minister to France. iy lly, ne Was elected 

Vice President of the United States, by a | 

majority of the Ame in peop 9 he ascends | 
step by step to thi é evation, h S VISION seemed to 
rrow with his horizon, and when the occasion 
came he was always found equal to it; for, to 
the aid of a sound judgement, he brought, as he 


grew older, the wisdom of a large experience. 


His politic 


| eareer may be said to have been one 


triumphant march through life, a march in which 
his ste p neither faltered nor stumbled,in ascending 
to that plac e, which was perh ips the chief « biect 
of hisaspiration. And yet asif to show that even 
the most successful of men must sooner or later 
feel the emptiness of the earthly objects of our 
usual pursuit, that n h-prized honor was to him 


the Dead Sea fruit which turns to ashes on the 
lips. It came, but it came too |ate. The breath 
of public apy use could not revive the flame 
which flickered in the lamp of life. In vain 
did the assiduity of relatives and friends sur- 
round him with affectionate cure. In vain did 
the aspirations of a whole people ascend to Heav- 
en for his recovery. The balmy influences of 
neither sea nor sky could revive or restore him. 
W hen the public messenger came to clothe him 
with the forms of office, his chief earthly wish 
was to see his home once more, and in the midst 
of familiar scenes to die amongst his frier 

His desire was gratified. Life and its busy scenes 
on this side the grave are now cose on him 


. } tal ‘ j p t 

forever. But its tale yet remains to be tod vot 
' | be told i 

by me, sir, nor at this time. But it will be told in 


the chronicles of his State hereafter, when it may 
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hecome a labor of love to some of her sons to 


write the story of its founders and sages. Tt will 
be told in our own political history by whoever 
may portray the stirring and eventful scenes in 
which he acted a prominent and useful part. It 
will be told, too, and perhaps heard, with most in- 
terest in the traditions of a family of which he 
was the ornament and pride. 

Mr. President, those to whom our people have 
been long accustomed to look in times of difficulty 
and emergency for counsel and opinion, are fall- 
ing fast around us. It is an anxious thing to feel 
their loss at a period like this, pregnant with 
and teeming, perhaps, with great and 
The men we cannot recall; but 
let us preserve their memories; let us study their 
teachings, and it will be well if, in many respects, 
we shall follow their examples. 


change, 


strange events, 


1 offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That from respect tothe late Witnutam R. 
Kiso, Vice President of the United States, and President 
ol the Senate, the chair of the President of the Senate be 


shrouded with black ; and, asa further testimony of respect 


to the memory of the deceased, the members of the Senate 
will go into mourning by wearing crape on their left arm 
for thirty days. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate 
this resolution to the louse of Represeutauves. 


Mr. EVERETT. Mr. President: I have been 
requested to second the motion which has just 
been made by the Senator from Virginia. Idoso 
with great cheerfulness. It was my good fortune 
to enjoy the acquaintance of the late Vice Presi- 
dent—I hope, even some portion of his friendly 
recard—for a longer period probably than most 
of those within the sound of my voice—a period 
of nearly thirty years. Such being the case, [| 
feel as if IL ought not to remain silent at this last 
moment, when our relations to him as members 
of this Senate are, by the performance of this 
day’s melancholy duty, about to be closed forever. 

There is an ancient maxim, sir, founded at once 
in justice and right feeling, which bids us ‘* say 
nothing but what is good of the dead.”’ I can 
obey this rule, in reference to the late Vice Presi- 
dent, without violating the most scrupulous dic- 
tates of sincerity. I can say nothing but what is 
good of him, for I have never seen or heard any 
thing but good of him for thirty years that I have 
known him personally and by reputation. 

It would hardly be expected of me, to attempt 
to detail the: incidents of the private life or the 
public career of the late Vice President. That 
duty belongs to others, by whom it has been, or 
will no doubt be appropriately performed. I re- 
gret, particularly on this occasion, the unavoida- 
ble absence of our colleagues from Alabama. It 
is the province of those of us, not connected with 
him by political associations, especially of those 
inhabiting remote parts of our common country, 


to express their cordial concurrence in the affec- | 


tionate praises, which have been or may be pro- 
nounced by his fellow-citizens and neighbors. 
Few of the public men of the day had been so 
intimately associated with the Senate as the late 
Vice President. I think he had been a member 
of the body for more years than any person now 
belonging to it. Besides this, a relation of a dif- 


ferent kind had grown up between him and the | 


Senate. The Federal Constitution devolves upon 
the people, through the medium of the Electoral 
Colleges, the choice of the presiding officer of this 
body. But whenever the Senate was called to 
supply the place temporarily, for a long course of 
years, and till he ceased to belong to it, it turned 
spontaneously to him. 

He undoubtedly owed this honor to distin- 
guished qualifications forthe chair. He possessed, 
inan eminent degree, that quickness of perception, 
that promptness of decision, that familiarity with 
the now somewhat complicated rules of congres- 
sional proceedings, and that urbanity of manner, 
which are required in a presiding officer. Not 
claiming, although an acute and forcible debater, 
to rank with his illustrious contemporaries, whom 
now, alas! we can mention only to deplore—with 
Calhoun, with Clay, and with Webster, (I name 
them alphabetically, and who will presume to ar- 


range them on any other principle,) whose un- | 
matched eloquence so often shook the walls of this | 
Senate, the late Vice President possessed the rare | 
and the highly important talent of controlling, with | 


impartiality, the storm of debate, and moderating 
between mighty spirits, whose ardent conflicts at 


+ he national also. 


at 


times seemed to threaten the stability of the Re- 
yublie. " 

In fact, sir, he was highly endowed with what 
Cicero beautifully commends as the boni Senatoris 
prudentia, the ** wisdom of a good Senator;’’ and 
in his accurate study and ready application of the 
rules of parliamentary law, he rendered a service 
to the country, not perhaps of the most brilliant 
kind, but assuredly of no secondary importance. 
There is nothing which more distinguishes the 
great national race to which we belong, than its 
aptitude for government by deliberative assem- 
bles; its willingness, while it asserts the largest 
liberty of parliamentary right, to respect what 
the Senator from Virginia in another connection 
has called the self-imposed restrictions of parlia- 
mentary order ; and I do not think it an exagger- 
ation to say, that there is no trait in their charac- 
ter which has proved more conducive,to the dis- 
patch of the public business—to the freedom of 
debate—to the honor of the country—I will say, 
even, which has done more to establish and per- 
petuate constitutional liberty. 

The long and faithful senatorial career of the 
late Vice President received at last its appro- 
priate reward. The people of the United States, 
having often witnessed the disposition of the Sen- 
ate to place him at their head, and the dignified 
aud acceptable manner in which he bore himself 
in that capacity, conferred upon him, a twelve- 
month since, that office, which is shown by re- 
peated and recent experience to be above the 


om : . . . . ' 
second, if not actually the first, in their gift—the 


office which placed him constitutionally and per- 


| manently, during its continuance, in the chair of 


the Senate. 

A mysterious dispensation of Providence has 
nipped these crowning honors inthe bud. A dis- 
ease, for which the perpetual summer and per- 


| fumed breezes of the tropics afforded no balm, 
, overtook him at an age when he might, in the 


course of nature, have reasonably looked forward 
to still many years of activeservice. Clothed by 
a special and remarkable act of Congress, even 
while under a foreign jurisdiction, with the consti- 
tutional qualifications to enter upon the high office 
to which he had been elected, he returned, not to 
exercise its functions, but to seek his much-loved 


| home, and there to die. 


Thus, sir, he has left us to chase for a little while | 
longer the shadows which he has exchanged for | 


unutterable realities. He has left us, sir, prema- 
turely for everything but his spotless name, and 
his entrance on the well-earned honors of his un- 
ambitious career. And we, Senators, for all the 
interchange of kindness—for all the intercourse of 
private life—for all the acts of codperation in the 
public service—to which for at least four years the 
Senate was looking forward in its connection with 
him—have nothing left to offer to his friends and 
hig memory but the unavailing tribute of this last 
mournful farewell. 

I second the resolutions of the Senator from 
Virginia. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. Prestpent: Again has death 
invaded the high places of our land, and taken 
from us a citizen distinguished by his talents, 
his worth, and his services, and enjoying the con- 
fidence and affection of his countrymen. In the 
Providence of God, these visitations come to warn 
us, that none are exempt from the decree, that in 
life we are in the midst of death, and that be ye 
also ready is a solemn admonition, announced to 
us from the cradle to the grave, by the mighty and 
the lowly, as they successively fall before the great 
destroyer. The lessonis the more impressive, the 
higher is the position, and the more eminent the 
character of him, whose departure we may be called 
upon to mourn. And when one who occupied 
the second station in our country, is summoned 
from the duties of this life to the responsibility of 
that which is to come, as the loss is a national 
one, the manifestation of public sympathy, and 
the acknowledgment of the public grief, should 
Our lamented friend, the late 
Vice President, has been taken from us, full of 
years indeed, and of honors, but in the midst of 
his usefulness, and when he was jest prepared to 
enter upon the high career to which he hud been 
called by the American people. Upon this occa- 
sion, I desire to do little more than to express 
those sentiments of affectionate regard, with which 


‘'an acquaintance of many years had inspired me, 


_ Dee. 8, 


leaving to others, who have this day wel] fulfilled 
the task, to present those fentures of his nedis 
and services which endeared him to his ee 
men In life, and will endear to them his memory. 
now that the scenes of life are forever closed 
him. ae 
His career was eminently useful and fortunate: 
and in the whole range of American statesmen 
there are few, indeed, to whom our youth ¢ ; 
better look, when seeking models of im itation 
encouragement, than to Witziam R. King. 
Firm but courteous, frank and fearless, of hic} 
honor and irreproachable morals, he broug} “ 
vigorous intellect, and varied and extensive in- 
formation, to the public counsels; and the ripe 
fruit of his experience, joined to these endow- 
ments, gave conviction to his opinion, and an- 
thority to his example. We always heard }; 
with attention, for he elucidated every gu! 
he investigated, and brought to our discussions 
the stores of his knowledge and experience, with 
a manner as unassuming as it was captivating. 
While loving the State in which he so long resided. 
and which had given him so many proofs of 
confidence and affection, he loved also our com. 
mon country, and at home and abroad proved 
himself the true patriot, the able and faithful citi- 
zen. In all the relations of private life he was 
loved and honored, as well from the amenity of 
his manner as from the kindness of his heart, and 
in the social circle he was the very model of the 
accomplished gentleman. For almost half a cen- 


i 


can 
and 


ita 


5 


im 


ject 


_tury he wasin the public service, and was inti- 


mately connected with many of the great events 
which marked that long and stirring period, and 
he proved himself equal to all the circumstances 
in which he was placed, sustaining himself 
with signal ability among men whose renown is 
written in imperishable characters upon the his- 
tory of our country. 

3ut better than all this, and above all this, he 
was a sincere Christian; adding another to the 
long list of eminent men who have searched the 
Gospel of Jesus and have found it.the will and 
word of God. In his last illness, when the world 
and the things of the world were fast fading before 
him, he found hope and consolation in the prom- 
ises of the Saviour; and calmly surveying the ap- 
proach of death, he looked beyond its power to 
the glorious immortality promised to the believer. 
The places that knew him will know him no more; 
but, though dead, his memory is embalmed in the 
hearts of his countrymen, and there it will live, 
honored and cherished, long after all those who 
are now taking part in this tribute to his worth 
shall have followed him in the journey, where, for 
a brief space, he has preceded us through the 
dark valley of the shadow of death. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I can scarcely hope to add 
anything of value to what has been so well said 
by others. For the last eight months the mourn- 


| ful event, which is now officially announced to the 


Senate, has been known, felt, and lamented by us 
all. In the mean time, we have passed through 
scenes well calculated to engross our thoughts and 
divert our attention, if not to obscure the fresh- 
ness of the first impression, or assuage the keen- 
ness of that sorrow which filled every heart. But 


/ no matter what the lapse of time or its results, 


the meeting of the Senate, and the absence of one 
whom all admired and loved, and delighted to 
greet and honor, call up associations and rem!- 
niscences which impart to the occasion all the 
effects of a sudden and unexpected bereavement. 
Those whose happiness it was to be associated 


| with Colonel Kine in public duty and private in- 


iI 
‘ 


tercourse, are alone capable of realizing the extent 
of our loss. His example in all the relations 0! 
life, public and private, may be safely com- 
mended to our children as worthy of imitation. 
Few men in this country have ever served 
the public for so long a period of time, and 
none with a more fervent patriotism or Un- 
blemished reputation. For forty-five years he 
devoted his energies and talents to the perform- 
ance of arduous public duties—always per- 
forming his trust with fidelity and ability, and 
never failing to command the confidence, admi- 
ration, and gratitude of an enlightened constitu- 
ency. While he held, in succession, numerous 
official stations, in each of which he maintained 
and enhanced his previous reputation, yet the 
Senate was the place of his choice, and the theater 
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¢ his greatest usefulness. Here he sustained an 
enviable reputation during a period of thirty years 
cenatorial service, always me anifesting his respect 
for the body by his courtesy and propriety of 
dep ortment. Here, where his character was best 
anderstood, and his usefulness and virtues most 
hichly apprec iated, his loss, as a public man and 
a private friend, is most painfully felt and deeply 


lamented. 


Mr. CLAYTON. 
honor to the spirit of the dead, by offering my 
humble testimonial in addition to what has been 
so appropriately and eloquently expressed by 
0 hers. A quarter of a century has elapsed since 
1! ne acquainted with Wiriiam R. Kine asa 
i rother Senator on this floor. During the greater 
part of that long period I was an attentive observes 
‘of his course as a public man, and | cannot in 
‘ustice remain silent when an opportunity is of- 

‘ed of paying a tribute to the memory of one 
who so honorably deserved it. 

[hat man wn dying, can. be said to have 
nassed his days without a stain upon his reputa- 
tion, has justly earned the honors due to a well- 
spent life. The Roman poet has immortalized 
the sentiment— 

‘Nec male vizxil, gui natus moriensque fefellit,’ 
and Writiam R. Kine may be truly said to have 
passed from the cradle to the grave without a blot 
upon his name 

I'he chief part of his history is written upon the 
records of this Senate, in which his high character 
as a legislator and a statesman was firmly estab- 
lished. | would avoid the common places employed 
on occasions similar to the present, when speak- 
ing of sucha man. It is not enough to say of 
him that he performed his duties well asa member 
of the Senate. He was distinguished by the ecru- 

julous correctness of his conduct. He was re- 
markable for his quiet and unobtrusive, but active, 
practical usefulness as a legislator. He was em- 
phatic ally a business member of the Senate, and, 
without ostentation, originated and perfec ted more 
useful measures than many who filled the public 
eye by greater display and daily commanded the 
applause of a listening Senate. He never sought 
with some of his cotemporaries to earn a brilliant 
reputation by the exhibition of splendid powers of 
oratory; and, to his honor be it spoken, he never 
vexed the ear of the Senate with ill-timed, tedious, 
or unnecessary debate. Ele preferred to be chee ked 
for silence rather than to be tasked for speech. 
Yet, on all occasions when a great issue was be- 
fore the country, calling for the exercise of manly 
firmness, courage, and patriotism, Mr. Kine was 
abreast with those who stood foremost for the 
safety and the glory of the Republic. 
He graced that chair of the Senate longer than 
any other man that ever oc cupied it—not continu- 
ously, or by virtue merely of repeated elections as 
our temporary President, but often also at the re- 
juest of the Presiding Officer. I think he was 
thus engaged in the performance of the duties of 
President of the Senate during the greater part 
of the terms of five Vice Presidents; and at last 
he reached the second office in the gift of the 
people—an office excelled in honor only by one 
other in the world. To preside over such an 
assembly as the Senate of the United States, and 
; » do that, as he did it, was enough to satisfy the 
ighest aspirations of an honorable and patriotic 
ambition. In this elevated position he was distin- 
guished (and I may add he was never excelled) for 
he dignity of his deportment, the impartiality of 
his decisions, and the promptness and fidelity with 
which he maintained the order and enforced the 
rules of thisbody. I can remember no instance in 
which he lost sight of what was due to his own self- 
respect or the rights of his political opponents, by 
the indulgence of party feelings in the chair. Pre- 
siding,as hedid, when party spirit raged in torrents 
of fire, all just men will admit that he could have 
been no common man who maintained his nap 
character for justice and impartiality at such ¢ 
period. A litthe man, at that time, would co 
shown his littleness by yielding himself Up as an 
instrument of oppression to the minority. But 
he sought an honest and enduring fame, and he 
obtained it without the employment of any un- 
worthy means, or the slightest sacrifice of princi- 
Ba He engaged no hireling press, no mercenary 
ibeler to traduce others, or to trumpet his own 
fame. He paid respect to the feelings of others, 


I shall only pay a debt of 


and rigidly exacted the observance of the same 
respect for himself. Generous as he was brave, 
his conduct to his opponents suffering under de- 
feat, was always liberal and kind; and, by his in- 
flexible truth, he won the entire confidence of men 
of all parties in his own unblemished honor. 

Others have spoken of his services in other 
places, but I shall speak of nothing to which I 
was not a witness. While Mr. Kine remained 
in the Senate, there was still one member of the 
body who had served with me on this floor during 
the memorable session of 1829-’30, and during 
the earlier years of President Jackson’s adminis- 
tration. It is melancholy to reflect that nearly all 
the rest of the Senators of that period have closed 
their career on earth, and that not one of those 
who survive remain here with me to-day. 

The master spirits of the time were among the 
Senators of that day. I speak not of the living 
But here, then, were Clay, Calhoun, Forsyth, 
Webster, and Livingston, the learned and labo- 
rious Woodbury, the astute Grundy, the witty, 
sarcastic, and ever-ready Holme s, the classic 
Robbins, and, among many others justly distin- 
guished, the graceful and accomplished orator of 
Carolina, Robert Y. Hayne, 

‘** Whose words had such a melting flow, 
And spoke of truth so sweetly well, 
They dropped like the serenest snow, 
And all was brightness where tney fell.”’ 

Oh! I could enumerate, and delight to dwell on, 
the virtues of them all—and then revert to him 
whose fame we now commemorate, as to one not 
inferior in integrity aud honor to the proudest 
among them. But these reminiscences are at- 
tended by the mournful reflection that our con- 
nections with them in this world are ended 
forever— 

* Around us, each dissevered chain 
In sparkling ruin lies 

And earthly hands can ne’er again 
U nite those broken ties.”’ 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. Asa further mark of respect 
to the memory of the deceased, | move that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
journed to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 8, 1853. 

The House met at 12, m. 
Wiurtiam H. Mivsurn. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ALEXANDER P. FIELD. 

Mr. EASTMAN. A slight clerical amend- 
ment was made by the Senate to the joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of Alexander P. Field, which 
passed the House a day or two ago. I hope 
there will be no objection to the taking up of the 
resolution now, so that the amendment of the 
Senate may be agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 rise to a privi- 
leged question. I move that when the House ad- 
journ to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 

‘The quesuon was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment of the Senate to strike from the joint reso- 
lution the word ‘*‘Isatah,’’ and insert in lieu 
thereof ** Josiah A.;”’ and it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Petitions are now in order 
from the State of Maine. 

Mr. HiBBARD asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the House the petition 
and papers of Charlies M. Howe, for the purpose 
of reference to one of the standing committves 
of the House. 

On Motion by Mr. MATTESON, it was 

Ordered, Tiat the petition and papers of Aaron Stafford 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee ou Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. MATTESON presented the petition of 
James S. Abeel, of the Ordnance Department, 
and moved that it be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mt. MURRAY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Roswell Minard 


be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. GAMBLE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Dr. Alexander 
Baird be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Prayer by the Rev. 
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Mr. DRUM presented a petition for the estab- 
lishment of a post route from Marchand to New- 
man’s Is, in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. FLORENCE, lIask leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House such petitions and pa- 
pers as make application for appropriations to 
afford better aecommodations for the post office 
and the courts of the United States in the city of 
Philadelphia. I presented, at the Jast session of 
Congress, the presentment of the grand jury of 
the courts of the United States; and, if my memory 
serves me right, there was also a petition present 
ed from the Board of Trade, informing Congress 
of the bad accommodation for post office and ju- 
dicial purposes in that city. I move the petitions 
and papers | have referred to be withdrawn 
from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means 

Mr. KU RTZ. Il ask leave to withd: iw the 
papers of Messrs. Wells and Welsh, for the put 
pose of reference in the Senate, 

No objection being made, leave was granted 

Mr. STRAUB. Is 
resolution at this time? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, without the unani 
mous consent of the House. Petitions only are 
in order. : 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the following 


tions: 


in order to introduce a 


pe 

The petition of John F. Dumas, asking Con- 
cress to tuterfere in behalf of his claims upon 
Spain for spoliations; which was referred to the 
Committee on Fore en Relation . and 

‘The petition of John F. Dumas, asking com 
penSation for claims upon Spain previous to the 
cession of Florida; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claima. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I wish to give notice of 
my intention, on to-morrow or some future day, 
to introduce a bill for the purpose of equalizing th: 
pay of members of Congress, so as to reduce the 
mileage, and so as not to exceed the present pay. 

The SPEAKER. The notice will be entered 

HILLYER. I ask leave of the House to 
introduce the following resolution, which | hope 
will be read for information. 

r. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not 

Mr. JONES. Thenl hope the rule will be ad- 
hered t 

Mr. HIL LYER. I hope the gentleman will 
permit the resolution to be read, and there will be 
no difficulty in passing it. 

The SPEAKER. The objection is not with- 
drawn, and the resolution cannot be read. 

Mr. CHASTAIN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to withdraw from the files of th 
House the petition and papers of Robert Kirkhar 


Is this a call for 


n, 
of Georgia, and that the same be referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, the papers of Moses Perkins, of Georgi 
and that they be referred to the same committee 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, gave notice of 


an tntenuon to Introduce al an eari qaayaw 
rranting to the State of Louisiana the ri 
way to a donation of publi d, for the pury 
ot lo ating an l constructs va railroad from Sireve 
yort to the Missis ippl river ins id State. 

Mr. CORWIN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to withdraw from the files of the 
House the papers of the next heirs and lega 
representatives of William Dickie, a deceased 


soldier of the revolutionary war, for the pur; 
ommiultee on Pensions. 


of reference to the ¢ 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to postpone the 
further calling of States for petitions for two 
weeks. My reason for ma king the motion is 
simply this, that! see no good to! be accomplished, 
particularly by this course. Under the rules 
every member can file his petitions and give notice 
of his intention to introduce bills. Jt does strike 
me, that this thing of calling the States day after 
day is a mere consumption of time without accom- 
plishing any good. I ask, therefore, the unani- 
mous consent of the House to submit the motion 
[ nave indicated. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 would inquire whether 
it is in order, when States are called upon for 
petitions, to give notice of the introduction of 


bilis 
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The SPEAKER. 


It is in order to give notice 


of an intention to do so. That has been the | 


yractice heretofore. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Does it come under the 
rule which provides for the presentauion of peti- | 


tions? 


The SPEAKER. 


called upon for petitions. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Is it in order to move a 
reference of petitions to coramittees at this time? 
The SPEAKER. 
of the Elouse, that order has been made. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 


ence of petitions, for I see nothing to be accom- 


plished in taking up the time of the House in do- | 


ing that which every member can do by the sim- 


ple presentation of his petitions, under the rule, at | 


the Clerk’s desk. 
The SPEAKER. 


stood the Chair. 


The gentleman misunder- 


committees which are to be hereafter raised, and 


they will be found in the hands of such committee. | 


Mr. CAMPBELL. ‘That system cannot be 


maintained, if there be objections in future. 


Mr. CHRISMAN asked leave to withdraw | 


from the files of the House the petition and papers 


of Anthony G. Willis and heirs-at-law, asking | 


for pay for the use of a wagon and team pressed 
into the service of the United States in the war of 
1812, and refer them to the Committee on Mili- 
tary A {Tairs. 


it was so ordered. 


On motion by Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, it was | 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the | 


files of the House the papers in the case of Captain Simon 


ton, late of the United States Army, and that the same be | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce, When appointed, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, gave notice, | 


that on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill of the follow- 
ing title: 


‘An act for the relief of the purchasers and locators of | 


swamp and overtiowed lands.” 


Mr. GREEN WOOD gave notice that on Mon- 


| 
day next, or some subsequent day, he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill donating a portion of the | 
public lands to aid in the construction of the Wes- | 


tern Border Railroad, commencing with the south- 
west boundary of the State of Missouri, thence in 
a southern direction by way of Van 


of Arkansas, near the Red River raft. 

On motion by Mr. WELLS, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House, the papers in the case of William 
Blake, for the purpose of reference. 

The States and Territories having now all been 
called for petitions, the Speaker announced the 
next business in order to be the calling of States 
for resolutions, commencing with the State of 
Pennsylvania. 


NEWSPAPERS FOR MEMBERS. 

Mr. RIDDLE. 

upon the part of some of the members, that a 

resolution, passed the first session of the last Con- 

gress, authorizes the Clerk to furnish the mem- 
) 


select, within a certain limit. 


Such an impres- 
sion has certainly arisen. 


Now, we always have 


had those papers furnished us, and the sooner we || 
get them the better. I therefore offer the follow- | 


ing resolution, and hope there wilf be no opposi- 
tion to its adoption. I send to the Chair the res- 
olution | have prepared, and, upon its adoption, 
1 move the previous question. 

The resolution was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved, That during the present Congress, each Repre- 
sentative and Delegate may be furnished with such news- 
papers and publications as he shall select, not to exceed in 
amount, per annum, the cost of four daily newspapers. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. lIask the gentleman from 
Delaware, who offered the resolution, so to modify 
it as to provide the same in amount as the Senate 
have voted to themselves. I do not know pre- 
cisely what provision they have made upon the 
subject, nor do I care what it is; I want the mem- 
bers of the two Houses placed on the same footing 
in this respect; I therefore hope the gentleman 
will so modify his resolution as to correspond 
with theirs. 


That practice has been uni- | 
versally indulged in, when States were being | 


sy the unanimous consent | 


I shall object to a refer- | 


The petitions yesterday and the | 
day before were referred by general consent to | 


Suren and | 
Fort Smith, to the southern boundary of the State | 


an election, 
| 


An impression seems to exist | 





A Memeer. I ask the gentleman to make the 
limit the cost of five daily newspapers. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I accept the modification of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciine- 


MAN,] and so modify my resolution as to provide | 


for the same number of newspapers and publica- 
tions as is allowed to each Senator. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I| hope no modifi- 
cation will be made. 
in the tracks of the Senate in reference to these 
matters; buf that the members of this House, as 
the representatives of the people, will restrict them- 
selves in a greater degree, in voting these publica- 
tions to be furnished at the expense of the Gov- 
ernment. Some of the daily papers of this city 
cost as high as ten dollars per annum. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind gen- 
tlemen that debate is not in order. 


‘The question was then put on the seconding of | 
the demand for the previous question, and carried | 


—ayes 88, noes 43. 

‘The main question was then put and carried. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennnessee. 
resolution do lie on the table. 


‘The motion was put and lost. 


The question now being on the adoption of the 
resolution— 

Mr. SKELTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

‘The Clerk again read the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


think that we had better fix the amount. ‘There 


are some papers in this city that charge ten dol- | 
lars per year, and there is one daily paper that 


charges but three dollars. 
The SPEAKER. A discussion is not now in 
order. 

The main question was then put on the adop- 
tion of the resolution; which was carried in the 
affirmative. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of [llinois. 


be laid on the table. 
The question being taken on the latter motion, 
it was agreed to. 


LIBRARIAN OF THE HOUSE. 


When the State of Virginia was called— 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, said: I move, sir, that 
this House do now proceed to elect a Librarian. 

Mr. HILLYER. I second that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recol- 
lect any rule of the House which authorizes such 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to the motion, 
unless it is inorder. 1 think we havea very good 


| Librarian. 


The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia state the authority under which he pro- 
»oses this election? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe I misunderstood 
the gentleman from Virginia. Does he propose 


to elect a Librarian for this House or for Congress? 
Mr. BAYLY. A Librarian of the House. 


'The Librarian of Congress is appointed by the 
| President of the United States. 
ers of the House with such papers as they may || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is aware of that. 

Mr. BAYLY. The Librarian of the House 
has heretofore been appointed by the Clerk. His 
appointment by that officer has been pretty much 
a matter of sufferance. The resolution which 
propose to offer on the subject 1 now send to the 


| Clerk’s desk. 


Mr. DEAN. [rise to a question of order. Is 
debate in order? ‘ 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 


| in order until the question of order has been set- 
| tled with regard to the introduction of the resolu- 
| tion, 


. 
The Cerk then read the resolution, which is as 
follows: 
Resolved, That this House wil! proceed at one o’clock to 


elect an officer to be called the Librarian of the House of 


Representatives, who shall have charge of its books and 
documents, and shall discharge the same duties and receive 
the same pay that are now discharged and received by the 
messenger appointed by the Clerk to act as Librarian: 
Provided, That said messeager shall be dispensed with, 
and that the number of messengers hereafter employed by 
the Clerk shall be one less than are now authorized. 


Mr. DEAN. I desire to offer an améndment 


1 hope we shall not follow | 


I move that the | 


Mr. Speaker, I | 


I move 
that the vote by which the resolution was adopted | 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider | 


Dec 8, 
sideration ; but I propose to debate it first wad 
| therefore it lies over, | suppose. ; 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. I withdraw my objectio; 
| to the resolution. = 
Mr. DEAN. LI understand that the resolution 
| lies over under the rule. 
The SPEAKER. If debate arises, the resolu- 


| tion will lie over as a matter of course. 


oe ! ; Is there 
objection to the introduction of the resolution? 


| Mr. HAMILTON. Thereis. | object. 
| The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
resolution is not in order. : 
Mr. BAYLY. When will the resolution come 
up? 
The SPEAKER. When the State of Virg 
| is called for resolutions. 
| Mr. BAYLY. The State of Virginia was called 
and this resolution was offered by one of ; 
members. 
Mr. HIBBARD. The resolution is not before 
the House. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is. 
Mr. BAYLY. I demand the previous ques- 


| 
tion. 


inia 


her 


Mr. DEAN. 
' resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the reso. 

lution must lie over, as it is proposed to debate jt. 

Mr. BAYLY. I have obviated that difficulty 

by calling the previous question. 
| Mr. DEAN. It was not called when the reso- 
| lution was first offered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
| it is competent for the House to determine the 
|| mode of appointing its own officers, or to change 
‘that mode. The State of Virginia having been 

called for resolutions, the gentleman from Virginia 
|| (Mr. Bayzy] had a right to introduce this resolu- 
tion. 
| Mr. BAYLY. I did not surrender the floor, 
| except to allow the point of order to be deter- 
|| mined. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands it, 

and is not disposed to rule the gentléman out of 
|order. The Chair thinks that is a fair adminis- 
tration of the rules. 

Mr. BAYLY. Well, sir, I demand the pre- 
| vious question, 
| Mr. DEAN. I hope the House will not sus- 

tain the previous question. I want to amend the 
| resolution. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
| New York to order. 
| The House was divided on the demand for the 
| previous question, and there were 63 in the af- 
| firmative. 
| Mr. BAYLY. I demand tellers. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bay y, of 
|| Virginia, and Orr were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
/ayes 81, noes 70; so the call for the previous 
| question was seconded. 
| The question was then put— Shall the main 
> and, on 


I had the floor to debate the 





[ call the gentleman from 


|| question be now ordered to be put?’ 
| a division, it was so ordered. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table; and upon that motion I ask 
| the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| ‘The roll was then called; and there were—yeas 
94, nays 108; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Belcher, Bissell, Bliss, 

Breckinridge, Bridges, Lewis D. Campbell, Churchwell, 
Clark, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, Curtis, Cutting, Daw-on, 

Dean, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Ellison, Eng- 
| lish, Etheridge, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Gid- 
| dings, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, 
| Andrew J. Harlan, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
| Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, 

Daniel T. Jones, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lane, Latham, Lindsay, 
|| McCulloch, Macdonald, MeDougal, MeMuillin, MeNair, 

Macy, Mayall, Smith Miller, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, 
| Noble, Packer, Peck, Peckham, B. Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, 

Richardson, David Ritchie, Thos. Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, 

Sapp, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Frederick P. Stanton, 
\| Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, 
| Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, 
| Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Wentworth, West- 
| brook, and Hendrick B. Wright—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, 
| Barksdale, Barry, Benson, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, 
| Brooks, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, C hamber- 
| lain, Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, 
| Colquitt, Cook, Cox, Cullom, Cumming, John G. Davis, 
| Thomas Davis, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, 
| Drum, Edmands, Edmundson, Everhart, Ewing, Farley, 
| Fauikner, Flagler, Franklin, Goode, Goodrich, Grey, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Haven, Heister, 





to that resolution, whenever it comes up for con- |! Hunt, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Knot; 
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Lamb, Letcher, Lindley, 


McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, 
Meacham, Middieswarth, John G. Miller, Miilsou, Mor 
gan, Norton, Audrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Par 
ker, Pennington, John L. Perkins, Philips, Powell, Pres 
ton, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Resse, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, 
Sace, Seward, Shaw, Sunmons, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Snodgrass, Alexander 
fH. Stephens, Jolin L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, 
Wade, Walsh, Ellihu B. Wash burn@® Israel Washburn, 
Tappan We sntworth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—L08. 


So the resolution was not laid upon the table. 
DEATH OF WILLIAM R. KING. 


A message was here received from the Senate by 
the hands of Aspury Dickins, its Secretary, as 


follows: 
“In Senate, December 8, 1853. 

‘ Resolved unanimous'y, That from respect to the late 
Wituram R. Kine, Vice President of the United States 
and President of the Senate, the chair of the President 
be shrouded with black; and as a further testimony of re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased, the members of the 
Senate will go into mourning by wearing crape on the left 
arm for thirty days. 


‘* Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate communi- 
cate this resolution to the House of Representatives. ”? 

The message having been read— 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, rose and said: 


Mr. Speaker: The tidings of the mournful event 
which the resolution from the Senate is intended 
to commemorate, have months ago been heraided 
to every hamlet of our wide-spread Confederacy, 
and the generous hearts of even distant lands have 
mingled their regrets with our own, that a wise 
and virtuous and distinguished man has been 
stricken from the number of earth’s children. 
Tears have ceased to flow; and hearts the most 
deeply penetrated by the afflicting visitation of 
Providence have learned to contemplate it with 
that spirit of resignation which time ever supplies 
as a medicine for the sorrows of earth. 

But in conformity with a solemn and impressive 
usage, the Senate, over whose deliberations the 
disunguished dead so long presided, with such 
marked ability, pauses from its labors, to conse- 
crate a brief day to the memory of WixiiaM R. 
Kine. And while the sympathizing sons of sister 
States gather around his bier, | crave the indul- 
sence of the House of Representatives, while, in 
behalf of the State of Alabama, I offer the tribute 
of her homage and respect to the memory of her 
most distinguished citizen. 

Recent events, familiar to us all, render unneces- 
sary any thing more than“a cursory allusion to the 
political services of Witit1am R. Kine, 

He was born on the 7th day of April, 1786, in 
the State of North Carolina. Coming into being 
almost cotemporaneously with the adoption of our 
Federal Constitution, his eventful and protracted 
life covers one of the most remarkable periods in 
the history of the world. When the dawn of 
mature manhood first began to open upon him, 
the great experiment of self-government, whose 
principles were evolved from our revolutionary 
struggle, had just fairly emerged from the misty 
domain of speculation, and assumed the form and 
semblance of a philosophic truth. Instinet with 
the spirit of the age, and true, as he proved to be 
through life, to the principles of the republican 
school, he connected his fortunes with that 
party who claimed, as the exponents of their 
poliucal faith, Jefferson and Madison. 

He had no sooner attained his majority than he 
was elected a member of the Legislature from his 
native county. He was reélected the ensuing 
year; but the Legislature, of which he was a 
member, having conferred upon him the solicitor- 
ship of the judicial circuit in which he resided, 
he resigned his seat in that body. In 1810, so 
soon as he had attained the age prescribed by the 
Constitution, he was elected a member of Con- 
gress from the Wilmington district, in which 
body he continued to serve until the year 1816. 
During this period of American history, there 
were just ascending from the verge of the political 
horizon, and rapidly tending towards the zenith, 
names which were destined to illustrate the great- 
ness of our country, and impress themselves 
imperishably upon her monumental records. That 
immortal triumvirate, Calhoun, Clay, and Web- 
ster, for whose decease the sable habiliments of 

a Nation’s woe have scarce disappeared, were 
just then beginning to exhibit the giant proportions 
of their unmatched intellects, and entrancing their 
countrymen and the world by the electric power 
of their resistless eioquence. Randolph and 
Lowndes were there too—and other great names 
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indelibly secured by the diamond pen of history’s 
muse. Among these stood Wittiam R. Kine, a 
co-worker and a compeer. Differing somewhat 
from them all, in many of those great attributes 
of mind, which dazzle and lead captive the 
admiring throng; yetin all the elements, which 
go to make up the useful legislator—in prudence, 
caution, firmness, wisdom, and patriotism, oecu- 
pying with them the same proud pedestal; and 
lending his influence and his voice to the success- 
ful vindication of **free trade and sailors’ rights.’ 

In 1816, Mr. Kine, having been tendered tie 
appointment of Secretary of Legation under Mr. 
Pinckney, resigned his seat in Congress, and ac- 
companied that distinguished statesman, first to 
Naples, and afterwards to St. Petersburg. Hav- 
ing returned home, at the expiration of two years. 
he determined to break from the endearments of 
his fatherland, and cast his fortunes in the then 
almost unpeopled wilds of distant Alabama. This 
land was now to constitute the theater of his after 
usefulness. God gave him sufficient length of 
days to see ** the wilderness blossom as the rose;’ 
and behold the Territory, which he had adopted 
as his home, emerge from its chrysalis state, to 
the full-blown condition of a sovereign party to 
the Union, and under the nurturing appliances of 
intellect and industry, attaining a degree of wealth 
and prosperity commensurate with his own in- 
creasing fame. 

Soon after Mr. King’s arrival in the Territory 
he was deputed a delegate to the convention, 
which assembled to organize a State covernment. 
To the performance of the delicate and responsible 
duties of this new position he brought the aid of 
that matured experience he had gathered in the 
councils of the Union, and was one of the most 
active and efficient of those who laid the founda- 
tions of our State polity. So soon as the consti- 
tution was put in operation he was chosen one of 
the Senators from that State in the Congress of 
the United Statess From that pe riod, Mr. Speaker, 
to the time when the voice of all the people of 
this Union called Wituiam R. Kine to the second 
office in their gift—a period of more than thirty 
years, he continued to speak for Alabama upon 
the floor of the Senate; saving the brief period of 
two years, during which time he represented this 
Government atthe Court of St. Cloud. In verity, 
he was to Alabama a true and faithful son, as she 
was unto hima cherishing mother! Truly, has 
he filled the measure of a patriot’s duty, for his 
entire life was devoted to his country’s service. 

As may justly be inferred, from the long and 
unchecked career of success whic h distinguished 
the life of Mr. King, and the respect and confi- 


| dence he always enjoyed, his popularity was not 


wt 


the result of those factitionus aids which cive to 
demagogues and political tricksters an ephemeral 
existence, but was the natural consequence and 
well-deserved recompense of his exalted yer 
of head and heart. For forty years he brought 
to his country ’s use the rich gifts of his patrie stism 
and his wisdom—the glowing energies of his early 
manhood, and the matured counsels of a wise and 
honorable old age. Intelligence, honesty, and 
fidelity distinguished the administration of every 
public trust confided to his hands. Amidst ail 
the fluctuations of public sentiment and the muta- 
trons of party, he pursued the path of duty by the 
light of principle, and dying, leaves behind him 
an example of consistency and public virtue upon 
which the patriot may ponder with pleasure, and 
from which the mere aspirant for worldly honor 
may draw an instructive lesson. His life is a 


beautiful illustration of the truth, that the line of 


duty is alike the path of safety und the way to 
honor. 

The personal character of Mr. Kine was af- 
fluent in all those qualities which contribute to 


the formation of an almost perfect man. To wis- 


dom and patriotism, as a statesman; to love of 


right, and devotion to principle, he added a tem- 
per respectful and courteous to others; a courage 
unquestioned, and honor intact. Nostain blurred 
the pure ermine of his good name. Conceding to 
all men, the full measure’of what was their due, 
he was punctilious in the exaction of what was 
due to himself. Exempt from that acrimony, 
which party collison too often engenders, and 
always tolerant of the opinions of others, he was 


inflexible and unswerving in the maintenance of 


his own— 
Vir justus, et tenar propositi.’’ 


ae 


In all those more intimate and tender relations 
which bound him to his friends, his kindred, and 
his servants, he was all that friendship could ask 
or affection claim, or humanity and kindness 
enjoin. Whilein that higher 
relation, which he bore to the 
he was exact end scrupulous 
all those duties, by a regard for the 
sacred behests of religion;—and in the closing 
scenes of life’s fleeting, final hour, he leaned with 
humble trust upon the merits of his Savior. 

‘ His life was gentle 


and more solemn 
Author of us all, 
in the discharge of 
enjoined 


and the elements 
So mixed in bim, that nature mightstand up 
And say to ali the world—* This was a man.’’ 

In the first month of this year, the Vice Presi 
dent resigned his post of Presiding Officer of 
the oy oe with the vain hope that a winter rest- 
dence in Cuba might ameliorate his health. But 
the balmy breezes of the ocean gem could not 
relume the waning fire that flickered to its end. 
Death was demanding its victim, and the dying 
patriot felt that he must needs ; 
mons 


obey the sum- 
He hastened home from Cuba to snend 
his last hours among the friends who watched 
with such intense solicitude his gradua! decline. 
Like the imprisoned monarch whose life went 
out on the storm-rocked island of the sea, 
he did not wish to sleep upon a foreign strand, 
but rather on the banks of the Alabama 
‘‘in the bosom of the people he had loved so 
well,”’ and served so faithfully. in the midst of 
that peo] le he died—beneath that sod he takes his 
final rest. Buta fragrance shail still cling around 
his memory, exhaled from the clus 
which beautified his character. 
fronted the icy monster; and with Chrest 
nity, resigned him to his fate ‘* Be: lent,’ aard 
he, to the anxious friends around him 
die quietly. Silence prevailed, and 
noble spirit passed to the 
** He sat, as sets the morning star, which gues 
Not down behind the 
Obscured amidst the tempests of the sky ; 
But melts away, into the light of Heaven.’’ 

How fruitful, Mr. Speaker, in admonition to 
us, who were associated with Mr. Kine in the 
direction of this g ,and who now 


ering Virtues 
Caimly he con- 


' 
ian dig- 


‘let me 
quielty his 


land of sh idows. 


darkened West, nor hides 


reat Government 
him, are the circumstances which give 
uch melancholy prominence to the clo 
of his hfe. 


survive 
sing hours 
Upon the full tude of an almost 
popular acclaim, he had been just elevated to one 
of the most exalted stations of the earth. But 
along with the flattering consciousness of popular 
confidence and merited promotion, came the stun 
ning sense that life’s de lying energies were sink- 
W hile the joyous rratuiations 
of an admiring people were welling up from the 


ing to the grave. 


depths of the nation’s heart, and falling with thril- 


ling accents upon the ear of grat fied amb tion, 
there was mingling with them, another voice from 


the spirit land, whose tones were he 
loud tumult of 


ard above the 
popular applause, and calling to the 
failing statesman— 
‘Child of the dust, come away ‘’’ 
The garlands had been thrust upon the victim, 
only that it might prove a more fitting sacrifice 
for the aitar, which already 
lation. What a humiliatine mockery of earth’s 


aspirations, which end in 


smoked for its immo 


nothingness—of its 
evanescent honors, which 
and how strikingly suggestive of the solemn re- 


flection that 


Vanish at tne touci 


‘The paths of glory lead but to the grave.” 
Mr. Speaker, 


Resolved, That from an unfeigned respect to the late 


I offer the foll ving resolution: 


WitiiiaMm R. Kine, Vice Presidentof the United States, and 
President of the Senate, the Speaker’s chair be shrouded 
in black during the present session of Congress; and, as a 


further testimony of respect for the memory of the deceased, 


the members and officers of this House will go into mourn 


ing, and wear black crape on the left arm tor thirty days. 
Resolved, As aturther mark of respect, that this llouse 
do now adjourn. 


Mr. CHANDLER 

Mr. Sreaxer: The spectacle presented in this 
House, at the present moment, is replete with in- 
struction and encouragement. 

The Representatives of a great nation pause, in 
the midst of the initiation of legislative business, 
to express respect for a citizen who owed hia ele- 

vation less to those striking qualities that are sure 
to excite public interest and insure pepular favor, 
than to those gentie virtues whic h are 80 slow to 
secure general appreciation. 


rose, and said— 
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The Congress of the United States, in paying | 
the tribute of gratitude to the departed function. | 


ary, declares that it commemorates the virtue by 
which he achieved elevation, and thus it connects 
purity of social life with the honors of official dis- 
tinction. 

The Representatives from the State of Alabama 
have requested me to take a part in the discharge | 
of the melancholy duties in which this House is 
now engaged, It is an honor to be called to do | 
honor to the memory of the good; and patriotism 
finds a grateful exercise in recalling the obligations | 
under which the nation rests to those who have | 
done service to her in places of distinetion. 

I should have promptly declined the service, if | 
did not believe that my colleagues, the Represen- | 
tatives of Pennsylvania on this floor, shared in 
the sentiments of respect for the dead which I | 
entertain, but which | shall so feebly express; 
and while they and their constituents, and mine, | 
judge according to their various political creeds, 
of the public measures which are connected with 
the name and services of the deceased, they have | 
looked through the mist with which party hosulity 
and party partiality alike invest their objects, and 
have done honor to the purity of motive and the | 
consistency of patriotism, in which those meas- | 
ures were proposed or advocated. 

I do not suppose that, in the tribute which we 
are now paying to the memory of a distinguished | 
Statesman, we are acquitting ourselves as the Rep- | 
resentatives of the people of the indebtedness of 
the country for services through years of unremit- 
ted devotion. Sir, while the nation shall enjoy | 
the prosperity with which she is now blessed, she | 
will feel and confess her obligations to those | 
whose talents, virtues, and devotion procured | 
the blessing. And should adverse circumstances 
overtake us, we should then recall the lessons of 
wisdom and patriotism which the lives and ser- | 
vices of our good men impart; and while we should | 
lament the consequences of a neglect of their exam- | 
ples and precepts, we should do honor to virtues 
which we had ceased to imitate, and venerate the 

yatriotism which we had forgotten to follow. 

The gentlemen who have preceeded me, have | 
given to the House a sketch of the public services 
of the late Vice President Kine. It is an instruc- | 
tive lesson—one that we should * teach diligently 
unto ourchildren.’’ One that at the present time 
comes with peculiar pertinancy, and seems to illus- 
trate the nature of our institutions, and to encour- | 
ace the growth of quiet, unobtrusive virtues, by 
showing the ability of the people to appreciate, 
and their willingness to reward them. ‘The | 
history of our country shows that consummate 
statesmanship may be combined with the posses- | 
sion and professional exercise of military skill. | 
The halls of legislation and the Bureaus of the | 
Departments have been the arenas of noble and | 
successful efforts of those who came from the | 
activity of the camp to take part in peaceful foren- 
sic contests, or to discharge the duties of ministe- | 
rial office. And we have seen the accomplished | 


warrior lay aside his military trappings, and as- || 


sume the garb and discharge the duties of the first 


office of our nation. || 
| 


But while these things show the versatility of 
genius and the wonderful adaptation of mental 
powers, they lead sometimes to the apprehension 
that the people, who seemed so struck with the | 
services of the military man, would overlook the 
unobtrusive qualities of the civilian, and forget 


that patriotism has its services and its sacrifices in || 


the halls of legislation and the walks of diplomacy: 
and that the qualifications for lofty place were to | 
be manifested in the silent, laborious, unpretend- | 
ing privacy of the closet, as well as in the more 
stirring and striking duties of military life. 

The official life of Mr. Kine redeems the peo- | 
ple of the United States from imputations of a 
false estimate by a false standard of the services 
of their public functionaries, and it shows how 
much confidence may be placed in their judgment | 
of the capability of men to discharge distinguished 
trusts, 

The manners of Mr. Kine were unobtrusive, 
retiring, gentle. No appearance, no act of his 
could be regarded as challenging attention. He | 
moved among his fellow-men with manifestations | 
of constant respect for their rights and their posi- 
tions; and among his fellow-legislators he was | 
distinguished for that constant deference to others 


which is the characteristic of excessive modesty || 


and available talents. Abroad, sir, in Europe, he 
presented himself with no demands, as a man, 
upon the consideration of others, and no claim to 
distinction, in the free use of his ample means. 
But as the representative of a nation of freemen, 
he claimed the regard which his representative 
character challenged, and he maintained social 
hospitaliies with the profusion which his ample 
means warranted, and his generous patriousm 
suggested. 

Mr. Kine, sir, was a party man. Few men, 
Mr. Speaker, attain political distinction in a coun- 
try like ours without party attachments and party 
feelings. And none will more readily pardon Mr. 
Kine for his efforts for party measures than those 
who, differing from him in polities, know by the 
purity of their own motives how to do justice to 
the sincerity of those by which he was influenced; 
and this the more readily, because the courteous 
bearing of that distinguished man deprived his op- 
position of all appearance of bitterness, drew from 
the defeat of his opponents, when their defeat en 
sued, the sting of mortified self-esteem, or im- 
parted to his own discomfort the ease of gentle- 
manly submission. 

Sir, from the quiet walks of life, that seemed at 
first to promise litthe eminence, Mr. Kine rose to 
the second office in this great Republic, attaining 


that position, too, in the midstof all hiscountry’s | 


greatness, in the midst of all her amplitude of 
extent, and in the midst of all her profusion of 
means; more than that, sir, in the midstof all 
her munificence of men. 

Though absent, sir, absent to die, far from the 
immediate seat of his duties, yet the memory of 
his excellence and purity, sustained him in the 
affection and respect of his brethren of the Senate 
Chamber who seemed to feel ita pleasure as well as 
a duty to testify to him their fuil appreciation of 


his conciliatory habits, his sagacity as a states- | 


man, and his justice as their Presiding Officer. 
The annunciation to-day of the death of Mr. 
Vice President Kine comes to us, sir, with no 
surprise. The nation has already in some form 
manifested its regard for a faithful public servant. 
Theannouncement brings no monition of the brevity 
of human enjoyment and the uncertainty of hu- 
man life. He had lived nearly to man’s appointed 
time and beyond man’s common lot, and had en- 


| joyed much more than ordinary honors, It comes 


not now, sir, to startie us into any manifestation 
of special sorrow. Months have passed since he 
breathed forth his gentle spirit to God who gave 


}) it, and the poignant grief which his death caused 


even in his limited family circle has given place to 
the silent sorrow that occupies itself in a mourn- 
ful, placid recollection of the virtues of the dead. 

We listen, sir, to-day to the formal annuncia- 
tion of the demise of Mr. Kine, that we may, by 
public demonstration, show to the world our re- 
spect for the high office which he vacated by his 
death, and our appreciation of the beautiful, moral 


qualities and statesman like abilities by which he 


illustrated all offices in his life. 
‘The addresses on this occasion, and the adop- 


tion of the resolutions which are now on the table, 
can add nothing to the future happiness of the || 


dead—cannot augment the fame which his social 
virtues and his public career have earned. But, 
sir, they tell the world that a Republic can be 
grateful to those who have done her service, and 
that republicans can appreciate those gentile qual- 
ities which give dignity and honor toa statesman’s 
life and insure peace and consolation to a Chris- 
tian’s death. 


Mr. LATHAM said— 

Mr. Speaker: Gratitude for the kindness of a 
friend, as well as reverence for the greatness of a 
man, prompt me to unite my stranger voice with 
yours in this mournful requiem for the departed. 
And if an apology be needed, that thus early | 
claim your attention, let it be enough to say that, 
from the lips now cold and fixed, and the voice 


| now hushed in death, came first the encouraging 
| words of counsel and incentive, the gentie tones 


of sympathy and feeling, that have placed me, 
to-day, among you. I could leave to the gentle- 
men who have preceded me, and to the quiet med- 
itation of my own heart, the retrospect of his ir- 
reproachable life, and the rehearsal of the noble 
principles that he so long and firmly advocated, 
were it not that over every mountain and,valley, 


Dec. 8, 


thiek the adopted homes of Alabamians 
while the memories of their childhood are fres} 
or the graves of their fathers green, can never fail’ 
with you, to remember the life of the statesm ; 
with exultation, or forget to mourn the death a. 
the good man with sympathetic expression. ; 
natural, then, that [ should turn your atte 
to a few pages in the history of a man, who has 
filled every place, but one, to which the ambition 
of an American citizen may aspire, and has ied 
all with distinguished credit to himself and hoses 
to the country. 

WituiaM Rurvs Kine was a noble specimen of 
an American statesman and gentleman. The in- 

| timate friend of John C. Calhoun, and the cotem. 
porary of Webster, Clay, Cass, and Benton, he 
maintained a proud position in the Senate of the 
United States, by his strong, practical good sense, 
his experience and wisdom as a legislator, the 
acknowledged rectitude of his intentions, and that 
uniform urbanity of manner which marked, not so 
much the man of conventional breeding, as the true 
gentleman at Heart. He was no sophist to him- 
| self, and hence it was that he was truthful and 
sincere to all the world. His course in the Senate 
was considerate and dignified. He never yielded 
| to the impulse of the moment; but made his 
| tongue wait upon his judgment. He never knew 
what it was to speak, act, or legislate by in- 
| direction. He was frank and loyal to his: col- 
| leagues, as he was devoted to his own State, and 
sincerely attached to the Union. Isita wonder, 
| then, that the Senate listened to every word which 
fell from his lips; that his voice was potential 
whenever it pleaded the cause of his country? 

It is said that during a primary meeting held 
by one of the factions into which the first French 
National Convention was divided, one of the men 

| who afterwards played a most conspicuous part 
in history, spoke but afew words, and these with- 
out emphasis. Yet such was the conviction he 
| produced, that his views were instantly adopted. 
He possessed the genius of character; he believed 
| what he said, and produced conviction in others. 
| It is this peculiar ‘‘genius of character’? which 
| gave force and direction to Mr. Kina’s speeches 
in the United States Senate, and produced that 
| deference to his avowed opinions and principles 
| which none of his colleagues shared in a more 
/ eminent degree. In all that belonged to him in- 
dividually, Mr. Kine Was the very type of an 
| American gentleman. Free from artifice and dis- 
| guise, his every thought and instinct was chiv- 
alric. Not to adventitious circumstances, not to 
| the chances of birth or fortune, not to the so- 
| ciety into which he was thrown, was he in- 
debted either for the distinction to which he rose 
in public life, or to the grace which adorned his 
private character. He never borrowed thoughts 
or sentiments from others. His mind and heart 
| were of American growth,,while his eminent 
virtues served to illustrate our national charac- 
ter. As Americans, we recognize no standard 
of greatness which is not based on moral ex- 
cellence, such as preéminently distinguished the 
early founders of our institutions and laws; and 
in this respect few of the great men whose names 
| have passed into our history, can boast of a 
| nearer approach to those great exemplars, than 
he whose irreparable loss we now mourn in com- 
mon with the whole country. During his long 
and eventful life, of which a very large por- 
| tion was spent in the public service, there is 
| not an act which can be referred to but to his 
| honor—not a suspicion that could mar the purity 
| and luster of his escutcheon. Mr. Kine became 
a member of the Senate in 1819, when the State 
'| of Alabama was admitted into the Union, and 
| enjoyed the honor of representing her, with but 
| one Intermission, ever since. He was a member of 
that body when he was nominated for the Vice 
Presidency, and its presiding officer. The respect 
of his colleagues had already assigned him the place 
to which he was subsequently called by the almost 
unanimous voice of the people. He was from 
principle and conviction a State’s Rights man; but 
| hedid not love the Union less because he loved 
| Alabama more. While he was serving his own 
‘| State with fidelity and honor, he was not remiss 
in his duties to the whole American Confederacy. 
'| Like his itlustrious prototype, John C. Calhoun, 
he battled for the rights of his State, in order to 
secure that harmony between Federal: and State 
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without which, itis impossible to preserve our sys- 





tem of self-government. In the memorable ses- 

«jon of 1349-50, Mr. Kine voted for nearly all 

the compromise measures as an act of devotion to 

the Nauonal Union, without surrendering a single 

cardinal point of the political faith which had 

vuided him through life, and had secured to him 

the affection and attachment of the citizens of his 

own State. The mostimportant event in his polit- 

‘al history, was when he represented the United 

Sates in the Court of France during a most inter- 

esting and exciting period. It was well known that 

the Governments of England and France, severally 

and jointly, opposed the annexation of Texas to 

the American Union, and that similar instructions 

had been given by these Governments to their re- 

specuve Ministers in Washington and Texas. 

‘J'hese instructions were, no doubt, intended to be 

used with diplomatic effect; neither party seeming 

atthe time willing to proceed to extremiues. Mr. 

Kune, true to his American character, and to the 

generous instincts of his nature, did not plunge 

into the labyrinth of European diplomacy. He 

had nothing to disguise, nothing to withhold, 

nothing to ask for that was not just; and with the 

straight-forwardness and dignity which ought al- 

characterize an American Munister 

ainoad, at once demanded of the King himself a 

frank avowal of his intentions. Louis Philippe 

might have been prepared to evade the artful ap- 
proaches of a Talleyrand or a Richelieu; but he 

had no means of refusing to answer a plain ques- 

tion, honestly proposed by a foreign Minister, 

whose official rank did not add the weight of a 

feather to the volume of his private character. Mr. 

Kine received the desired reply as to the final course 
the French Government meant to adopt should 

Texas be annexed, and became at once satisfied 

that our relations with France would not be dis- 
turbed by the event. The King’s reply was re- 
ported to Mr. Calhoun, then Secretary of State, 
and the annexation was accomplished, without 
even a protest from any European Power. Sub- 
sequently, when the diplomatic correspondence 
was published, Mr. Gu:zot, then the French Pre- 
mier, attempted to raise a question of veracity 

between himself and Mr. Kina, in regard to the 
reply given by Louis Philippe to our represent- 
ative in Paris. But such was the character for 
honesty and truth he had established for himseif 
during his short residence in the French capital, 
and such the suspicions with which Mr. Guizot’s 

acts were viewed by the French public, that there 
was nota single French paper which dared to doubt 
the word of our Minister; and the aspersion was 

only translated from an English paper, and pub- 

lished in the French Government journal. The ob- 

ject was merely to justify the policy of France as 

against England; but our Minister’s straightfor- 
ward course put an end to even that subterfuge. 

He demanded, as a gentleman, that the King 
should respect the assurance given him in regard 

to Texas; and the King did respect it, and Mr. 

Guizot furnished a copy of it in writing to Mr. 

Kine. Thus did not only our Government, but 
the person of our Minister, achieve a signal tri- 
a over the sinuous course of European poli- 
tics and statesmen. 

Pending this controversy, it is said, Mr. Guizot 
attempted to assuage Mr. Kina, by assuring him 
that he had often been told that he (Guizot) 
lied.”” To which Mr. Kine modestly replied, 
that ‘‘he had never been told so.” French 
appreciation of sarcasm had no difficulty in 
discovering the true meaning of Mr. Kine’s 
caustic reply. I cannot but allude to his kind 
and noble disposition to bring forward, and ad 
vance the fortunes of young men, struggling up 
in life. I have myself been the recipient of his 
kindness in this respect. In all such relations he 
never assumed the position of patron and client. 
It was not his position, but his heart which de- 
termined the place occupied by his friends, and 
his exalted character looked to no return of fa- 
vors. After his election to the Vice Presidency, 
when lingering under a painful and mdrtal disease, 
in a foreign country, bis thoughts naturally re- 
verted to his own beloved Alabama. Once more he 
wished to behold the sun of his country—once more 
he desired to breathe the invigorating air of home. 
Friend and kindred had followed him abroad; 
but he yearned for a wider circle of hearts beating 
in anison with his own. The American people 


ways to 
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had a pride in seeing him occupy the position to 
which their suffrages had raised him. They had 
an abiding confidence in his integrity as a states- 
man, and a warm sympathy for his bodily suffer- 
ings. With breathless anxiety did the people 
receive the tidings of the progress of his illness, 
and each note of sorrow, which traveled with the 
velocity of light, found a painful echo in the public 
breast. To the people of his country did the old 
Statesman and patriot return, to draw his last 
breath. Once more he trod the soil of his home; 
once more his eyes gladdened with the sight of 
his native land, free, prosperous, and happy; 
once more his heart beat with rapturous delight at 
the future prospect and greatness of this glorious 
Union. The strife and clamor of ruthless parti- 
sans had subsided; the olive leaf of peace had once 
more spread her blessings over twenty-five millions 
of contented beings; and as his dying lips mur- 
mured a blessing on them all, his pure soul was 
wafted to that unknown land, which, in the 
midst of the busy scenes of his life, his Christian 
heart always looked to as his last and surest 
resting-place. 


** Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime ; 
And departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of tune, 


** Footprints that perhaps another, 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main— 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother— 
Secing, shall take heart again. 


« Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 

Learn to labor and to wait.”’ 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, said: 

Mr. Speaker, Death has so often invaded this 
House during the six years which | have been a 
member, that whenever a new Congress com- 
mences, | am strongly impressed with the convic- 
tion that some of our body, during their term of 


| service, must pay the debt of nature, and end their 


lives in the public service. The Senate, though 
only numbering sixty-two members, rarely passes 
a session without being called upon to pay the 
usual funeral honors to some one or more of its 
members. Even the Executive mansion is not 
unfrequently invaded by the King of Terrors; and 


| men in public station are everywhere constantly 


reminded, that for life, and all their earthly bless- 
ings, they are dependent upon Him ‘in whose 
hands our breath is, and whose are all our ways.”’ 

The official announcement of the death of the 
Hon. WittiaM R. Kua, late Vice President of the 
United States, and the well-deserved eulogies this 
day pronounced upon his character, bring freshly 
to our recollection the manly form and gentle- 
manly bearing of that distinguished man, and his 


| long and eminent public service. 


With the incidents of his private life and history 
Iam not so familiar as to speak advisedly: but 
his personal friends upon this floor have clearly 
presented them for our consideration. I had the 
pleasure to know him for many years, as a public 
man; and to meet him often in the social circles of 
this city. And though we differed widely in our 
opinions upon some of the most important poli- 
tical questions that have lately agitated the coun- 
try, | always found him mingling moderation 
with firmness, and a proper respect for the opin- 
ions of those who Fittered with him. A just 
and high sense of honor seemed to me to mark 
his public and private career; and I cheerfully 
express these views of the distinguished man, 
whose death we now commemorate, because I 
hold that no differences of opinion in politics 
should ever make us forget that we are all Ameri- 
cans; that we are all under the protection of the 
same Constitution and laws, and must share alike 
the benefits or evils that may result from our gat 
lic actions. A higher motive should always check 
a too great asperity of political feeling, and incul- 
cate a wise moderation and proper toleration to- 
wards those who differ with us, For, after all, the 
exertions of the wisest and the best men amongst 
us are but transient; they are vain and futile, unless 
sanctioned and approved by the great Author of 
all good. Mr. King appeared to me possessed, 
in a high degree, of a wise moderation, and of a 
tolerant spirit; and his long experience in public 
life made him eminently useful. He seemed to 


had taken a deep interest in his recovery. They | me to combine, in a very high degree, the strictest 


25 


integrity and purest honor, with what the great 
poet so admirably portrays— 


** With all good grace to grace a gentleman.” 


Mr. ASHE rose and said: 


Mr. Speaker: Having the honor to represent 
the county in which Witiiam R. Kine was bern, 
and the larger portion of the district which first 
returned him as a member of this House—having 
enjoyed, in a manner grateful to my recollection, 
his friendship and confidence, and being at pres- 
ent the representative of a numerous and highly 
respectable kindred he left with us, 1 feel it a 
solemn duty that I should not allow the present 
occasion to pass without adding my humble but 
heartfelt testimonial to the truthfulness of the 
richly-deserved and high commendations which 
have been bestowed on him by the honorable 
gentlemen who have preceded me. After the 
indulgence of obsequial griefs, which are a fit 
tribute to departed worth, the soul thirsts to im- 
mortalize, to assimilate to itself the noble and 
virtuous endowments of deceased friends. Hence 
we have, as the remains of a venerable antiquity, 
the most magnificent Egyptian pyramids, splen- 
did Grecian mausoleums, Roman sepulchres of ex- 
tensive dimensions; but these were designed to por 
tray the outward rather than the inward man. As 
ancillary to the same end various expedients and 
devices were adopted to perpetuate, to rescue from 
the destruction of time the personal appearance, 
after the soul had taken its fight. Vain imagimings! 
Empty conceits! The recosded reminiscence of a 
good work, of a charitable deed, of a benevolent 
thought are worth more than a ** Pelion upon Ossa’’ 
of such monuments. Posterity is grateful, and if 
it can be benefited by any single incident of a 
man’s life, the character of the benefactor will be 
remembered and appreciated And if his deeds of 
goodness should fill a volume, posterity wiil never 
weary in ‘turning the leaf to read it,’’ and to 
acknowledge its gratitude to the author. And 
such a prized volume have we afforded us by the 
life of Wiutram R. Kine; a contemplation of 
which fills our hearts with gratitude, and inspires 
us to rejoice, that, as one among us he lived, and 
to sorrow, that ‘*‘ he is no more.”’ 

I believe it was Philip of Macedon who grate- 
fully sacrificed to the gods thatason had been 
born to him in time to derive instructions from the 
great philosopher, Aristotle. Ifsuch was the ven- 
eration of a barbarian warrior for a heathen phil 
osopher, haw much more grateful should we feel, 
both as statesmen and citizens, that our lots should 
have been cast in the same horoscope with that of 
Clay, Calhoun, and King; inthe history of each of 
whom, ‘‘ there isa philosophy teaching by exam- 
ple,”’ well-fitted to steer our frail bark down its 
wayward course, clear of the dangerous rocks and 
shoals, which are prone to wreck it. These dis 
tinguished compatriots, who, for nearly half a 
century, commanded the admiration of the Ameri 
can world, though widely differing one from 
another in peculiarities of character, yet each, in 
his life, left us a legacy which, the more we read, 
the more we will appreciate, 

The two former ‘** having gathered together their 
earthly harvest,’’ previous to the adjournment of 
the last Congress, have received from their ad- 
miring friends that tribute of respect which we are 
now called upon to render to the last. While we 
do not claim for our distinguished friend either the 
thrilling eloquence of Clay, or the philosophical 
discrimination of Calhoun, yet, in the various po 
sitions which it was his fortune to fill, we find de- 
veloped the true elements of moral aad intellectual 
greatness. 

‘¢ Perhaps one of the highest encomiums ever 
pronounced on a man in public life,’’ said the late 
John Quiney Adams, ‘‘ is that of a historian, emi- 
nent for his profound acquaintance with man- 
kind, who, in painting a great character by a 
single line, says: ‘He was just equal to all the 
duties of the highest offices which he attained, and 
never above them. There are, in some men, quali- 
ties which dazzle and consume to little or no val- 
uable purpose. These seldom belong to the great 
benefactors of mankind.’’’ Such were not the 
qualities of Colonel Kine; but in all the relations 
of life, in every position he attained, he was fully 
equal to their responsibilities, and discharged their 
varied duties with fidelity and ability. 

Colonel Kine was born in Samson county, in 
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my State, April, 1786. His father, William 
Kin r, was a gentleman of fortune an 1 character. 
During the revolutionary war, he rendered import- 
ant services to his country’s cause, both by per- 
sonal service and the generous use of his fortune. 
After the conclusion of the war, he was a member 
of the Convention which was called to adopt the 
Federal Constitution, and was repeatedly elected 
a delegate to the General Assembly from his 
county.” His situation in life enabled him to be- 
stow on his children all the advantages of educa- 
tion, which our country at that time afforded. 

Colonel Kine was sent atan early age to the 
University of North Carolina, located at Chapel 
Hint, which institution he left in his seventeenth 
year, bearing with him the happy consolation of 
aving commanded the respect of his professors, 
the love and esteem of his associates. He studied 
law with William Duffy, an eminent jurist, resid- 
ing in the town of Fayetteville, where he formed 
friendships which he preserved with affection to 
the day of his death. On being admitted to the 
bar, he settled in his native county, from which he 
was returned the following year as a member of 
the Legislature. By this body he was elected 
Solicitor for the Wilmington judicial district, in 
which situation he continued for two years. He 
was then again returned to the Legislature for 
the years 1808-9. In the year 1510 he was 
elected to the Congress of the United States, being 
the Twelfth Congress. This was a most important 
crisis in our national affairs. France, dominant 
in Europe, England, mistress of the ocean, our 
neutrality was grossly disregarded by each of these 
supercilllous Powers. ‘To our menacing protests 
I’rance ultimately yielded respect. England con- 
tinued her career of haughty insolence. War or 
national degradation was inevitable. 

True Republicans avoided not the issue, but met 
it boldly. Colonel King acted with them with his 
whole soul; and, though one of the youngest mem- 
bers of the Congress, he was distinguished for the 
firm and fervid earnestness with which he sup- 
ported the illustrious Madison in his patriotic ef- 
forts to sustain the honor of our country. He con- 
tinued a member of Congress until after the conclu- 
sion of the war, when he accepted a diplomatic 
position abroad, associated with that scholar and 
statesman, William Pinckney. On his return from 
Europe, he changed his residence from North Car- 
olina to Alabama, carrying with him the cordial 
respect and good wishes of all—the enmity of no 
one. Alabama was then a Territory, but on the 
eve of organizing a State government, and as soon 
as it was done, she, although Colonel King was 
then absent from the State, honored him with one 
of her first Senatorial appointments in the Congress 
of the United States—a most flattering mark of 
confidence, which confidence he enjoyed in the 
amplest manner during the remainder of his long 
and eventful life. It is unnecessary for me to read 
further from the volume of his life. 
quent career has already” been detailed by able 
and experienced friends. What is the lesson which 
posterity can learn from this volume? It is useful ! 
It is significant! Let the honor, let the happiness 
of our country, as with him, be our ruling aspira- 
tion; but in its advocation, let us so attemper, as 
he did, our conduct; so dispense the charities of 
life that wecan command for ourselves the love of 
friends; the admiration of opponents. While such 
is the brilliant picture of his public career, his pri- 
vate life, his frank and couhdine disposition, his 
uniform courtesy and kindness, the single-hearted 
devotedness of his friendship, his love of right, his 
hatred of wrong, his bold and chivalric temper 
present a character worthy of our study and emu- 
Jation. 


** A combination and a form indeed, 
Where every god did seem to set his seal, 
‘To give the world assurance of a man.” 


Mr. BENTON agaid: 


Mr. Speaker: The relation in which I have 
stood to the eminent deceased, whose loss we all 
deplore, must plead my excuse for a departure 
from the ancient practice, which limited the num- 
ber of tribute offerers, on &n occasion like the 
present, to the mover and seconder of the resolu- 


the death of a fellow member. 


Natives of the same State, and nearly of the 


same age, we emigrated when young to, what was 


then, the Far West; and by the favor of our "! 


His subse- | 
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adopted States, were both returned, and nearly at 
the same ume, to occupy seats on the floor of the 
American Senate. Commencing—hein 1319, lin 
182U—we remained for thirty years, (with the 
excepuon of the brief interval in which he rep- 
resented his country at a foreign court, ) members 
of the same bod y—intimately associated tn all the 
current business of that body, and in all the 
amenities of social and private life. 

But my Knowledge ot him goes beyond thirty 
years—goes back to forty—and not then to the be- 
ginning of his congressional service—when I first 
saw him on this floor. And 1 mention this first time 
of seeing him, and in what place, to do honor to 
the public man who could so long retain the confi- 
dence of his constituents; and to their honor for 
the steadiness of their support; and to the credit 
of our instituuons, to which such stability be- 
tween constituent and representative promises a 
duration, not to be measured by the brief lives of 
those Republics whose people were given up to 
fickleness and versatility. 

‘These circumstances plead my excuse for de- 
parting from a custom which limited the number 
of those who should have the privilege of express- 
ing, in the presence of the national representation, 
their own, and the general feeling, at the demise 
of a brother member. 

‘lhe members who have preceded me have 
stated, and well stated, the illustrious career of the 
deceased—tracing his course through a long grad- 
ation, always rising, of public honors—from the 
General Assembly of his native State, to the sec- 
ond office of his country—the Vice Presidency of 
this great Republic. 

‘Lo me it only belongs to join my voice to theirs, 
and to the voices of all who knew him, 1n cele- 
brating the integrity and purity of his life—the 
decorum of his manners—his assiduous and 
punctual attention tu every duty—and the ability 
and intelligence which he brought to the discus- 
sion of the national affairs during his long service 
of thirty years. 

Faithful to his adopted State, he exhibited, 
when duty to her permitted, the beautiful trait of 
filial atfection to the honored State of his birth—a 
State which has so many claims upon her children, 
(besides that of having first given them the vital 
air,) for their constant and grateful remembrance 
—wheresoever they may go. 

As friend, as associate, as native of the same 
State with the late Vice President Kine, | appear 
on this occasion, and feel it to be, in me,—his 
senior in age,—a providential privilege to assist in 
doing honor to his memory in the presence of the 
national representauon. 


Mr. PHILIPS said: 

Mr. Speaker: | cannot permit this occasion to 
pass by, without paying tribute to the memory of 
the deceased. 

It is not, sir, to contribute to a mere ceremony, 
or to conform to any public expectation, that L 
now occupy the floor. My feelings are far too 
deep for such lip-service demonstration. 

lt was my fortune, Mr. Speaker, to have en- 
joyed the fuil confidence and friendship of Win- 
1iaM R. Kine, for the whole period of my resi- 
dence in the State which | have now the honor to 
represent. I early learned to appreciate his high 
qualities; and time, which tests all things, served 
but to confirm my judgment. | may now safely 
say of him dead, what, with equal confidence, | 
may have said were he now living, that the Re- 
public never produced a man of more exalted in- 
tegrity, or of a higher chivalry of character. 

1 visited Washington for the first time a few 
years ago, and though it has been said, (with 
what truth | cannot assert,) that corruption here 
stalks at noon day, it was with just pride as an 
Alabamian, that | learned from all quarters and 
all parties, that through his long service in the 
public councils of upwards of a quarter century, 
he had not only preserved his reputation intact, 


but freed, even from the breath of suspicion. 


It was this purity of character, joined to the 


high qualities of a remarkably well-balanced | 
mind, that enabled him to enjoy, for so long a | 
| period, the confidence of the people of his own 
tions which express the sense of the House at || 


State, and of the whole Confederacy. 

He has filled the highest offices, and discharged 
the weightiest duties, with honor to himself, and 
advantage to his country; well, therefore, may we 
conclude, in the language of the Presidential mes- 


| of the past, and a just appreciation of the fur 


E. 


ble loss to the country. 


A great man has fallen, and it is fit we mourn 


him! Dying, as he lived, with a ful) knowledge 


: ire 
may I not indulge in the hope, that the light of his 


example may long continue to illuminate the p; th 
of the future Representatives of the State whi h 
holds his remains and cherishes his memory. 
The question was taken, and the resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. 
The House then adjourned till Monday next 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 12, 1853. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicea, Chaplain to 
the Senate. ' 

The Hon. Janep W. Witiiams, of New 
shire, and Hon. James C. Jones, of Ten 
appeared in their seats this morning. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. WELLER (in consequence of the ab- 
sence of Mr. Norris) presented the credentials 
of the Hon. Jaren W. Wirtiams, appointed by 
the Governor of New Hampshire, a Senator from 


Hamp- 


nessee, 


| that State to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 


death of the Hon. Cuartes Gorvon Arnertoy: 


which were read; and the oath of office havine 
2 


been administered to Mr. WitutaMs, he took his 
seat in the Senate. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate the report of the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in pursuance of the act of Congress 
of May Ist, 1820, a statement of the appropria- 
tions applicable to the service of the War De- 
partment for the fiscal year 1852-3; the amounts 
drawn from the Treasury during the same period; 
the balances remaining on hand on the Ist of 
July, 1853, and such appropriations as have been 


| carriéd to the surplus fund; which, on motion by 
| Mr. Gwin, was ordered to lie on the table, and 
| be printed. 


PETITION. 


The PRESIDENT. I ask leave to present 
the petition of the lron Mountain Railroad Com- 
pany of the State of Missouri, asking the right of 
way through certain public lands reserved for 
military purposes. 

Mr. GWIN. I move that the petition be 
ordered to lie on the table until the committees be 
formed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I suggest that we should save 
time by preceeding with the formation of the 
standing committees, and then we ean refer the 
papers before the President. In pursuance of the 
notice which I gave on Wednesday last, | now 
offer the following amendment to the 34th rule of 
the Senate: 


Resolved, That the 34th rule of the Senate be amended, 
so as to read as follows, viz: 

34. The following standing committees, to consist of the 
number of members opposite to each, shall be appointed 
at the commencement of each session, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise: 

A Committee on Foreign Relations, of six members. 

A Committee on Finance, of six members. 

A Committee on Commerce, of six members. 

A Committee on Manufactures, of five members. 

A Committee on Agriculture, of five members. 

A Committee on Military Affairs, of six members. 

A Committee on the Militia, of five members. 

A Committee on Naval Affairs, of six members. 

A Committee on Public Lands, of six members. 

A Committee on Private Land Claims, of five members. 

A Committee on Indian Affairs, of six members. 

A Committee on Claims, of six members. 

A Committee on Revolutionary Claims, of five members. 

A Committee on the Judieiary, of six members. 2 

A Committee on the Post Office and Pust Roads, of six 
members. 

A Committee on Roads and Canals, of six members. 

A Committee on Pensions, of five members. 

A Committee on the Distriet of Columbia, of five mem- 


| bers. 


A Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, of six 


| members. 


A Committee on Retrenehment, to consist of five mem- 
bers, whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the 


| expenditures of the Government, in the several departments 
| thereof, and to inquire whether any, and, if any, what 


retrenchment can be made without injury to the public 
service, and to report thereupon, together with such propo- 
sitions relative thereto as to them shall seem expedient. 
A Committee on Territories, to consist of six members. 
A committee of three members, whose duty it shall be to 


' audit and control the contingent expenses of the Senate, 
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+ + whom shall be'referred all resolutions directing 


and 


a ryment of money out of the contingent fund of the 


w e, of creating a charge on the same. 

~ 4 Committee on Public Buildings, to consist of six mem- 
bers, who shall have power also to act jointly with the same 
commuttee of the House of Representatives. 

4 Committee on Printing, to consist of three members, 
to whom shall be referred every question on the printing of 
documents, reports, or other matter transmitted by either 
the exective departments, and all memorials, petitions, 
accompanying documents, together with all other matter, 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting bills origi 
nating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, 
communications from the Legislatures, or conventions law- 
fully called by the respective States, and motions to print 
by order of the standing committees of the Senate; and ex 

pling, also, messages and other communications from the 
president of the United States, and such reports and com 
municauons from the heads of Departments, as may be 
made to Cougress or to the Senate in obedience to law, or 
in answer to calls from the Senate ; and it shall be the duty 
< such Committee on Printing to report in every case in 
one day or sooner if practicable. 

And a committee, consisting of three members, whose 
duty itshall be to examine ail bills, amendments, resolu 
tions, Or motions before they go out of possession of the 
senate, and shall deliver the same to the Secretary of the 
Senate, who shall enter upou the Journals that the same 
have been correctly engrossed.”? 

Mr. BRIGHT. The only change proposed by 
this amendment to the 34th rule is, that fourteen 
committees are enlarged to six members each. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I now move to suspend so 
much of the 35th rale as requires that the standing 
committees shall be chosen by ballot, so that the 
list which [ hold in my hand may be received and 
acted upon, 

There being no objection, the rule was suspend- 
ed, and Mr. Bricur offered the following list of 
committees for the present session; which was 
agreed to. 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Mason, (chair- 
man,) Douglas, Slidell, Clayton, Weller, and 
Everett. 

On Finance — Messrs. Hunter, (chairman,) 
Bright, Gwin, Pearce, Norris, and Badger. 

On Commerce—Messrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Stuart, Seward, Clay, and 
Benjamin. 

On Manufactures—Messrs. Wright, (chairman,) 
Allen, Fish, Butler, and Dixon. 

On Agricullure—Messrs. Allen, (chairman,) 
Hunter, Wade, Thomson of New Jersey, and 

Morton. 


On Military Affairs—Messrs. Shields, (chair- 


man,) Weller, Fitzpatrick, Dawson, Johnson, | 


and Jones of Tennessee. 

On Militia—Messrs.H ouston,(chairman,) Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Morton, Shields, and Thompson of 
Kentucky. 

On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Gwin, (chairman,) 
Mallory, Brodhead, Fish, Thomson of New Jer- 
sey, and Bell. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Dodge of Iowa, 
(chairman,) Stuart, Johnson, Foot, Walker, and 
Clayton. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Pettit, (chair- 
man,) Sebastian, Benjamin, Allen, and Thomp- 
son of Kentucky. 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Sebastian, (chair- 





man,) Walker, Adams, Cooper, Rusk, and 
Toombs. 
On Claims—Messrs. Brodhead, (chairman,) 


Clay, Chase, Pratt, Williams, and Wade. 
On Revolutionary Claims— Messrs. Walker, 
(chairman,) Toucey, Cooper, Evans, and Dixon. 
On the Judiciary—Messrs. Butler, (chairman,) 
Toucey, Bayard, Geyer, Pettit, and. Toombs. 


On the Post Office and Post Roads— Messrs. Rusk, | 


(chairman,) Brodhead, Hamlin, Morton, Adams, 
and Smith. 

On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Bright, (chair- 
man,) Slidell, Wright, Dawson, Chase, and Jones 
of Tennessee. . 


On Pensions—Messrs. Jones, of Iowa, (chair- 


man,) Clay, Foot, Williams, and Sumner. 

On the District of *Columbia—Messrs. Norris, 
(chairman,) Mason, Dawson, Bright, and Pratt. 

On Patents and the Patent Office—Messrs. James, 
(chairman,) Evans, Stuart, Seward, Chase, and 
Thompson of Kentucky. 

On Retrenchment—Messrs. Adams, (chairman,) 
Toucey, Fish, Fitzpatrick, and Badger. 

On Territories—Messrs. Douglas, (chairman,) 
Houston, Johnson, Bell, Jones of lowa, and 
Everett. 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate—Messrs. Evans, (chairman,) Dodge of 
lowa, and Foot. 


Oa Public Buildings—Mesars. Bayard, (chair- 
man,) Jumes, Hunter, Badger, Thomson of New 
Jersey, and Pratt. 

On Printing—Messrs. Mallory, 
Hamlin, and Smith. ; 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Fitzpatrick, (chair- 
man,) Pettit, and Wade. 

On the Library—Messrs. Pearce, 
Cass, and Bayard. 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Jones, of lowa, 
(chairman,) and Sumner. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Rebecca 
Freeman, widow of Pearson Freeman, praying 
that her name may be placed on the pension roll, 
in consideration of the services of her husband 
during the revolutionary war; which was referred, 
with the accompanying papers, to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. EVERETT presented a petition of citizens 
of East Cambridge, Massachusetts, praying that 
provision may be made by law for cheap ocean 
postage; whieh was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of North Brookfield, Massachusetts, in favor of 
cheap ocean postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Jacob 
T. Smith, praying an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Ann L. Moor, widow of 
Henry Moor, a lieutenant in the Navy, praying 
for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of American ladies resident 
at the Sandwich Islands, members of the Stran- 
gers’ Friend Society, for the relief of indigent 
seamen, praying that additional provision may be 
made by law for sick and destitute foreign sea- 
men discharged from the merchant service of the 
United States; which, with the accompanying pa- 
pers, was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. SMITH presented the petition of James 
Warden, praying for an increase of his pension; 
which was referred to the Committe on Pensions. 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Maria 
Morell, widow of George Morell, one of the 
judges of the supreme court of the Territory of 
Michigan, praying compensation for the services 
of her husband as a member of the board for the 
adjustment of land tides in Detroit, &c.; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of 
Robert C. Steptoe and others, of Virginia, and 
of David Brown and others of Indiana, praying 
satisfaction for lands granted by the State of Geor- 
gia, in 1784, and afterwards ceded to the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Richard 
W. Meade, administrator of Richard W. Meade, 
deceased, praying the payment of a debt due him 
by Spain; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the memorial pre- 
sented by him some days ago, from C. K. Garri- 
son and others, in reference to carrying the mails 
from San Francisco to China, was taken from the 
table, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Fran- 
cis B. Ogden, United States Consul at Bristol, Eng- 
land, praying to be remunerated for expenses of 
removing from Manchester to Bristcl, under an 
order from the Department of State; which was 
referred to the Committtee on Commerce. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented sev 
eral petitions of officets of the Arthy, praying an 
increase of compensation; which were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the 
soldiers of the war of 1812, held in the city of 
Philadelphia, praying that one hundred and sixty 
acres of bounty land may be granted to each 
soldier who served during that war; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Michael Hennessey, pray- 
ing for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Dana and Jowa 
counties, Wisconsin, praying for the establish- 
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ment of a mail route from Ridgeway, in lowa. to 
Primrose, in Dana County: which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. WELLER. I beg leave to present the 


memorial of Messrs. Warren and others, intelli- 
gent and enterprising citizens of California, pray- 
ing for the endowment, by the General Govern- 
ment, of an Agricultural College, in the State of 
California, upon a permanent basis, with ample 
means to sustain the necessary professors of the 
several branches of science. | move that this 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to 
the manner of paying Senators; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, acommunication from the State Depart 
ment, transmitting a copy of the laws passed by 
the Legislature of the Territory of Oregon, at its 
last session; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 


Ordered, That Thomas M. Tayloe have leave to with 
draw from the files of the Senate his petition and the #e 
companying papers, and that they be referred to the Com 
mitiee on Naval Affairs 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 

Ordered, That E. P. 8. Sanger have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers from the files of the Senate, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

On motion by Mr. SMITH, it was 

Ordered, That Thomas Pember have leave to withdraw 
from the files of the Senate bis petition and prpers, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 


On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, That Joseph Gideon have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers from the files of the Senate, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Samuel H. 
Hempaleach be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of the brig Kate 
Boyd be withdrawn from the fites of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers in 
the case of Priscilla D. Simonds be withdrawn trom the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Com 
merce. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of John Riddle and 
Jonathan Kersey be withdrawn from the files of the Sen 
ate, and referred to the Committee on Public Landa. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Hiram Moore 
and John Hascall be withdrawn from the files of the sen 
ate, and referred to the Committee on Patents and the Pat- 
ent Office. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of A. Purivier be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it waa 


Ordered, ‘That the petition and papers of Willard Boyn 
ton be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 

Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of Samuel 
flughes be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the papers 
in the case of Captain Hiram Paulding from the files of the 
Senate, and that they be referred to the Committee on Na- 
va! Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of James Chapman 
administrator of Thomas Chapman, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, aud referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. DIXON, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Jeremiah H 
Schmidt be withdrawn from the files W the Senate and re 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Mre Evans, 
daughter of Colonel! Anthony W. White, and the papers in 
the case of Nancy Holker, be withdrawn from the Biles of 
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the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Claims; and 
that the papers in the case of the representatives of Na 


thanicl Pryor, deceased, be withdrawn from the files of 


the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Daniel Wins- 
low be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and reterred 
to the Committee on Clatins. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Gerard Wood 
be withdrawn trom the tiles of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Revoluuonary Claims. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, several 
memorials of the Legislature of the State of lowa, 
were presented at the lust session of Congress. | 
ask that they may now be taken from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the same committees, to 
which they were referred at the last session, and 
that they be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. SEWARD gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to aid the State of 
New York in the construction of a ship canal 
around the Falls of Niagara. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce a bill to bring into 
market the lands heretofore reserved from sale in 
Jowa, near Forts Crawford and Atkinson; and 
also the lands reserved for Indian farms near Fort 
Atkinson, in lowa, 

Mr. FISH gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill to reimburse the Common Council of 
the city of New York, for expenditures made for 
the first regiment of New York volunteers. 

Me. SHIELDS gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill to authorize the State of Illinois to 
select the residue of the lands to which she is 
entived, under the act of March 2, 1827. 

Mr. WELLER gave notice of his intention to 
ask teave to introduce a bill authorizing thre Post 
master General to contract for the transportation 
of the United States mail from San Francisco, in 
California, to Shanghai, in China. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, gave notice 
of his intention to ask leave to introduce bills of 
the following titles: 

A bill to provide for the unpaid claims of the 
officers and soldiers of the Virginia State and 
Continental lines of the revolutionary army; 

A hil to provide for the payment of such credi- 


tors of the late Republic of ‘Texas, as are compre- | 


hended in the act of September 9, 1850. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CHASE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
grant to the State of Ohio, the unsold and unap- 
propriated public lands remaining in that State; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SLIDELL, in accordance with previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce the 


following bills; which were read a first and sec- | 
oud time, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 


hie Lands: 

A bill granting to the State of Louisiana the 
right of way, and a donation of public lands, for 
the purpose of locating and constructing a rail- 
road from Shreveport to the Mississippi river, in 
said State. 

Also, a bill granting to the State of Louisiana 
the right of way, and a donation of public lands, 
for the purpose of locating and constructing a 
railroad from Algiers, on the Mississippi river, 
to the Sabine river in said State. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, according to previous notice, | 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing to the State of Louisiana the right of way, and 
a donation of public land for the purpose of con- 


structing a railroad from New Orleans to the’! 


State line of Mississippi, in the direction of the 
town of Jackson; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on Pub- || 


lic Lands. 

Mr. BRIGHT asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
pervade for the surrender of certain bonds of the 


tate of Indiana held by the United States; which | 


was read a first and second time and referred to 
the Committee on Finance 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, asked and obtained 
unanimeus consent to introduce a bill making a 


grant of land to the State of Iowa to aid in the |! 


ADDRESSES ON THE DEATH OF 


construction of certain railroads in said State: 
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which was read a first and second time, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Also, a joint resolution for the relief of George | 


R. C. Floyd, late Secretary of Wisconsin Ter- 
ritory, and sureties; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


REMOVAL OF GREENE C. BRONSON. 
The PRESIDENT. I have received a com- 
munication transmitting certain resolutions adopt- 
ed at a meeting of merchants, of the city of New 
York, held at the Merchants’ Exchange, on the 
30th of October last. I have examined the pro- 
ceedings, and they seem to be in the nature of a 
remonstrance against the removal of Greene C, 
Bronson from the office of Collector of the Port 
of New York. What disposition will the Senate 
make of them? 
Mr. SEWARD. 
table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 
Mr. CASS. 
olution: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate whether any communication has been received from 


the British Government, or any correspondence taken place 
with it, on any subject growing out of the treaty of Wash- 


I move that they lie on the 


I desire to offer the following res- | 


ington, of July 4, 1850, since the message of the President | 


of January 4, 1853, made in answer to a call of the Senate 
of December 30, 1852; andif there has been any such com- 
munication or correspondence,le is requested, ifcompatible 
with the public interest, to transmit copies of the same to 
the Senate. 


As this is a mere resolution of inquiry, I sup- 
pose there will be no objection to its consideration. 


_ Dec. 12, 


Pettit on the 6th instant, was considered, and 
agreed to: 

* Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be j 
structed to Inquire into the expediency of establishing 
port of entry at Michigan City, in the State of Indiana; = 


also of making an appropriation to continue tf 
i é ve iu 
ment of the harbor at that place.” — 


REPORT ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 


Ordered, That fifteen hundred extra copies of the re 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs be printed for 
use of the Senate. 


REVISION OF REVENUE LAWS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 1 ask the unanimous consent 


of the Senate to introduce a joint resolution, ay- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury, to ‘pay 
the expenses of codifying and revising the revenue 
laws, of the introduction of which I have not 
given previous notice. 

No objection was made, and the joint resolution 
was read a first time. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask for the second readins 
and consideration of the resolution at this time. 
for the following reason : 

On the 23d day of February last, I think, a 
resolution was reported from the Committee on 
Commerce of the Senate, directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to codify the revenue laws—the 
rules and regulations for collecting the revenue— 
which was edopted by the Senate. An amend- 
ment was made by the Senate to the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, making an appro- 


port 
the 


| priation of $10,000 for the purpose of defraying 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded | 


to consider the resolution. 


Mr. CLAYTON offered the following amend- | 


ment: 


And also copies of all instructions to our Ministers in | 


| England, and of all correspondence in relation thereto. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

ELECTION OF FRINTER TO THE SENATE. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, the 


Senate proceeded to consider the following resolu- | 


tion, submitted by him on the 7th instant: 


Resolved, That the Senate will, on , proceed tothe 


| election of a public printer, to do the public printing for the 


Thirty. Third Congress, in accordance with the eighth sec- 
tion of the act *‘ to provide for executing the public printing, 


and establishing the prices thereof, and for other purposes,”? | 


approved August 26th, 1852. 


At the suggestion of Mr. BRIGHT, the reso- 


lution was amended by striking out the word | 
'**on’’ and the blank, and inserting the word | 


* forthwith.” 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to ballot for 
public printer, with the following result: 

Whole number of votes cast 44; necessary to 
a choice 23; of which 

Beverly Tucker received 

Robert Armstrong . 

Gales & Seaton 


Beverly Tucker having received a majority of | 


the votes cast, was declared duly elected. 
THE VICE 
PRESIDENT. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- | 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- | 


| sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing cause to be | 


published apd bound in pamphiet form, in such manner as 


may seem to them appropriate, for the use of the Senate, | . 
|| printer. 


ten thousand copies of the addresses made by the members 
of the Senate and members of the House of Representa- 


tives, together with so much of the message of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States, as relates to the death of the | 


| Hon Wiiliam R. King, late Vice President of the United 
| States. 


COMMITTEE ON REVENUE FRAUDS. 
Mr. JAMES submitted the following resolutions 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and || 
| agreed to: 


the expense of that codification. It went to the 
House of Representatives, and, I believe, was 
rejected by the House. On the recommendation 
of the Committee of Conference, however, it was 
adopted, and should have becomea law; but owing 
to the confusion and haste incident to the closing 
of the session, it failed to be enrolled. There was, 
therefore, a positive resolution, of the Senate, di- 


_recting the Secretary of the Treasury to codify 
| the revenue laws; and an appropriation had been 


passed by both branches of Congress under that 
resolution, directing the Secretary to appoint a 
commission. The commission has been at work 


| for the last three or four months, and the Secre- 


tary is now without the means of paying the 
expenses; I therefore ask that the resolution may 
be passed at this time. 

The resolution was read a second time, and 
considered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay out of the Treasury, for defraying 
the expense of revising and codifying the revenue 
laws, ten thousand dollars. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without ameridment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read a third time, and passed 


SENATE ELECTIONS. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I desire to give notice 
that I shall to-morrow, or on some early day, 
introduce a resolution providing that all elections 
by the Senate shall be viva voce, instead of by ballot. 
When I vote on the question of the election of pub- 
lic printer, or any other matter, | want my constit- 
uents to know how | am voting. An election 
has been made here to-day which | think is any- 
thing but complimentary to the Democratic or- 
ganization. I make no reflection upon those who 
have voted as they saw fit; but when I vote, I 
want my constituents in lowa to know how I 
vote. I want it to go abroad and be know that 
to-day I voted for Robert Armstrong. for public 


RAILROAD IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I move that the 
Senate take up, with the view to its reference to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, the following 
bill introduced by me on the second day of this 


|| session: 


Resolved, That the Select Committee appointed by the | 


Senate, atthe first session of the Thirty Second Congress, to 


investigate the mode and manner of the importation of mer- | 


PORT OF ENTRY IN MICHIGAN CITY. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


| chandise into the United States, with the view of ascer- | 
| taining whether any and what frauds have been committed | 

against the revenue laws, be permitted to make their report || 
| at the present session of Congress. 


| 


A BILL to make a donation of the public lands to the 
State of California for the purpose of constructing a rail- 
road and telegraphic line from the city of San Francisco 
to the Colorado river, or southeastern boundary of said 
State, with a branch passing through the valley of the 
Sacramento river to the boundary line between said 
State and the Territory of Oregon. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That, for the purpose of constructing a railroad and 
telegraphic line from the city of San Francisco to the south- 


| eastern boundary of the State of California, with a branch 
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{ railroad and telegraphic line passing through the 


f said ont 

: sliey of the Sacramento river to the Oregon Territory, or 

tt » northeastern boundary of California, at such point of 
en 


reorminpation as may be de signated by the Legislature of said 
State, a quantity of land equal to the alternate secuions tor 
. 1» width of forty miles on e wh side of said railroad and 
branch, to be selected from the sections which shall be des 
ignated on the public surveys of said lands by odd numbers, 
is hereby set apart, appropriated, and granted to the State 
of California, to aid in the construction of said railroad and 
branch thereof, and telegraphic lines, in the manner, and 
eubiect to the terms, conditions, and restrictions hereinal 
ter mentioned: Provided, That the terminus of said rail 
rogd and telegraphie line ou the southeastern boundary of 
California shall lie on the line of direction of the route of 
any railroad that may be located to connect the Mississippi 
river with the Pacific ocean; and that nv more or greater 
distance of the railroad herein provided for shall be located 
than may be constructed in a line which, from necessity, 
would be common or unavoidable to any railroad that might 
be constructed from the middle or southern portion of the 
Mississippi valley, until the location of such railroad be de 
rmined upon and will intersect the eastern or southeast 
e n boundary of California, when the location of said rail 
road from San Francisco in that direction shall be completed 
» the said point of intersection. 
Sec. ¥. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where the United States may have disposed of any 
lands herein designated for selection by said State, 
or where, from any cause, the United States shall be 
unable to convey a tittle to the same, the deficien 
ey may be made up by selections to be made, under 
the authority of the Legislature of the State of California, 
from any unoccupied and unappropriated lands belong 
ing to the United States within that State, or from any 
such land as may have been occupied, with the consent ot 
the occupant, and designated on the plats of public surveys 
by odd numbers, and which shall be nearest to said rail 
roads and telegraphic lines, respectively, within said State; 
and that for the purpose of facilitating the said selections, 
and the construction of the said works, the President of 
the United States shall cause the public lands, for the width 
on each side of said railroads and telegraphic lines as stated 
in the first section of this act, to be surveyed and marked 
in advance of the same as the work progresses. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the grant of land 
made by this act shall be on the condition that the Scate of 
California commence the said railroads and telegraphic lines 
within one year succeeding the first session of the Legisla 
ture thereof after the date of this act, and complete the 
same within ten years thereafter; and that, when com 
pleted, all troops, seamen, arms, munitions of war, mili 
tary and naval stores, and funds, and other property what 
soever belonging to the United States, and all persons 
in the employment of the United States, being on official 
business, shall atall times be conveyed and transported, 
with their baggage, on and over said railroads free of any 
charge or expense to them or to the Government; and, also, 
all telegraphic dispatches within that State on Government 
business: but, should cases of emergency arise inthe public 
service, requiring an extraordinary quantity or amount of 
transportation, so as to affect the interest, income, or profits 
of said railroads, tosuch a degree as to operate oppressively, 
or to prevent the reception of fair and reasonable dividends 
or interest upon the amount of the costs and expenses of 
the said railroads, to be judged of by the President of the 
United States, he shall determine the amount of compen- 
sation which shall be just and reasonable for such extra 
ordinary service ; and should the same be deemed inade 
quate by the State of California, or those acting under its 
authority, the matter shall be submitted to Congress for a 
final determination. And the United States mail shall at 
all times be transported on said railroads, under the direc 
tion of the Post Office Department, at such rate of com- 
pensation as Congress may by law provide. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the rates of 
charge for the conveyance of passengers and transportation 
of goods, wares, and merchandise, and all kinds of freight, 
on the said railroads, shall be such that, with a careful and 
economical management of the same, the net income or 
profits thereon may not be reduced below the rate of eight 
per cent. per annum upon the amount of the costs and ex 
penses of the said railroads; and that Congress may by 
law, at any time hereafter, fix, alter, and regulate the afore- 
said rates of charge. so as to limit or restrict the same to 
any rate above that specified in this section that may be 
deemed proper. 

Sec.5. And be it further enacted, That the said road 
shall be constructed throughout in a thorough, substantial, 
workmanlike manner, with all necessary drains, culverts, 
bridges, viaducts, crossings, turnouts, sidings, stations, wa 
tering places, and all other appurtenants, including the com- 
plete equipment oflocomotives, ofsufficient speed and capa- 
city, commodious and comfortable passenger cars, and 
freight ears, adapted to the business to be done ; and the obli 
gation hereby imposed upon the State of California shall so 
cover, in detail, all of these provisions, as to secure the con- 
struction, maintenance, and equipmentof roads at all times 
equal, in both" respects, to a road of the first class, when 
thoroughly organized for business ; and shall also provide 
for the constant supervision of a sufficient number of com- 
petent, skillful engineers; the gauge of said rnads to be uni- 
form throughout, and the rails of the best quality, weighing 
not less than sixty-four pounds to the yard. 

Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, That the lands hereby 
granted to said State of California shall be subject to the 
disposal of the Legislature thereof for the purposes specified 
in this act; and should the aforesaid railroads, or branch, 
not be completed within the ten vears, as limited in this 
act, the said State shall be bound to pay to the United 
States the net amount which may have been received from 
the sales of any part of said lands by the said State, the 
title to remain valid in the purchasers under said sales, and 
the title to the residue of such land remaining unsold shall 
reinvest in or revert to the United States, and be held as 
other public land, in the same manner as if this act had 
never passed. 


The provisions of the bill are familiar to the 


members of this body who served in the last 
Congress. It differs in some respects from the 
form of the bills grunting donations from the pub- 
lic lands for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of ratiroads in the several States, which, 
after elaborate discussion, passed the Senate by a 
large majority. It differs in the quantity of land 
asked for, which I will be able, | hope, to satisfy 
the Senate and country is not exorbitant. It also 
differs in not raising the price of the alternate sec- 
tions reserved to the Government to two dollars 
and fifty cents per acre. My oSject in leaving 
out this feature of bills that have met with the 
approval of the Senate, will be explained by 
reference to the homestead bill introduced by me, 
and which, before I take my seat, 1 shall ask to be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 
policy I intend to advocate on this floor is to 
grant alternate sections of the public lands to 
the States in which they lie, to aid such roads 
as, with proper restrictions, they may charter, and 
open the whole of the residue of the public do- 
main to actual settlers, citizens of the United 
States, or having signified their intention to be 
come such; who? after three years occupation, shall 
have a fee-simple title to a quarter section for each 
settler, being the head of a family. My reasons 
for favoring the policy of thus disposing of the 
public domain [ will explain more at large when 
these measures are acied on by the Committee on 
Public Lands and reported back to the Senate. 

This bill, Mr. President, is intended to be the 
basis of the great railroad from the Pacific to the 
Mississippi. The point of commencement is San 
Francisco, the great center of commerce, wealth, 
and population on our Pacific coast, running 
thence to the southeastern boundary of the State, 
there to meet such route as may be determined 
upon by Congress, passing through the territories 
of the United States to the States on the Missis- 
sippi river. From this main track the bill pro- 
vides for a branch, running north to the Oregon 
line, or to the northeastern boundary of the State. 
The object of establishing this branch is to con- 
nect with the route, if one should be discovered 
practicable, passing the Sierra Nevada at Noble’s 
pass, and running east through the South pass to 
the waters of the Missouri river, or to connect at 
the Oregon line with the route surveyed by 
Governor Stevens, if it should be discovered prac- 
ticable. My object in framing this bill, Mr. 
President, is to afford a connection with any 
route that may cross the continent to the Pacific 
ocean. 

The quantity of land asked for is large, but 
the proposition is not new to the Senate. The 
distinguished Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dovetas} 
reported, from the Committee on the Territories, 
during the last Congress, a bill granting the same 
amount of land to California, to enable that 
State to construct the portion of the great national 
railroad located within its borders. That bill was 


matured in the Committee on the Territories, of 


which I was at the time a member, after the most 
elaborate examination of the subject, and the 
committee were unanimously of opinion that the 
quantity of land asked for in this bill should be 
granted to California to enable that State to com- 
plete its portion of this great work. 

During the last Congress | introduced a bill em- 
bodying, as this does, the main features of the 
one I have referred to as emanating from the 
Committee on Territories. It was elaborately 
discussed during that session, but not finally acted 
upon. I bring the measure forward at the com- 
mencement of the session, with an earnest hope 
that it will be acted upon at an early day. 

I confine my efforts, Mr. Presiden, in favor of 
this measure, to the bouncaries of my own State. 
The bill avoids all constitutional difficulties in 
the construction of this great national highway. 
It asks for a grant of the public domain to the 
State to aid in its construction. The President, 
in his annual message, favors this policy. Con- 
gress has heretofore adopted it in severai of the 
States, to wit: Illinois, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Missouri, and Arkansas. The policy of thus dis- 
posing of a portion of the public domain in these 
States, has been eminently successful, and it will 
prove to be so in all the States and Territories, if 
a wise precaution governs our legislation, making 
the grant to such works as will undoubtedly de- 
velop the resources of the country. I know this 
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of land that it proposes to donate to the State of 
Californi 





I anticipated this difficulty, and am prepared to 
meet it. | have decuments before me which | 
will read to the Senate, in order that they may 
thus reach the Committee on Public Lands, to aid 
them in their deliberations on this bill, which 
show the vast difficulties that must be overcome 
in California in the construction of this creat 
national highway. 1 have, during the past 
summer, traveled over a great portion of the route 
in California, and can corroborate the statements 
1 will now read to the Senate: 


Deror Camp, Pose Cr , Iugust 30, 18523. 


Dear Str: During our short interview on the Dry 
Creek, (where, unfortunately, | was too wnwell to talk to 
you asmuch as | wished.) you requested me to write to you 
before you lett for Washington, to give you such 
tion as | could concerning our railroad 


thiornra 
As | have an op 
portunity of sending to Fort Miller to. morrow, and may not 
have another, | write now, earlier than I intended 

After we left you we came direet to this creek, where 
we made our de pol camp, (there being nO grass on Kern 
river,) and aller remaining two or three days for astronom) 
cal observations, | lett with a small surveying party for 
Walker's Pass, and thence tollowed along the backbone ot 
the Sierra Nevada to u southward, examining every ce 
pression on the ridge till | came to the Tejon I ihen went 
through the Cafinda de tos Uras, entered the basin to the 


northeast of the Sierra, crossed the plains tothe eastern end 


of the Tejon pass, (wagon road.) and went through this 
pass, thus again getting intothe Tejon, by whieh | mean the 
portion of the valley nearly inclosed by the biflx Atler 


wards [| went some twenty five miles to the westward, 
exannnued the Cafiadade San Arminte, and finally reached 
here last night, having been absent twenty days 

| have had avery satsifactory trip, as | have obtained a 
thorough knowledge of the mountains from Walker's Pass 
on the north to the coast range [ am sati-fied that 
there is no pass or depression on the mountains that has net 


been eramined, and now Lam prepared t oO to work, un 


derstandingly, surveying | am, however, much dieap 

ported in the mountains them-<elves, as they are mach 
higher and steer per than I expected to find them it is 
difficult, in merely riding over a mountain, to jadge cor 

rectly of the altitude gained, and the slope : and what an 

pears a tine gently ascending valley, may, upon alculation, 
prove to be an ascent of three hundred ortour hundred feet 
to the mite The Tejon Pass, for metanece, which vou 


cended, has its sumnaut about four thousand five hoadred 
feet above Kern Lake, and nearly all this aseent ix to be 
gainedin ten miles, or must be reduced by tonneling. The 
Cafiada de los Uras is the lowest point of the sierra, and ts 
three thousand one hundred feet above this place. These 
numbers are approximations trom rough ecaliculatens 

We shall move camp at once from here to the Tejon, and 
I shall then commence surveying with a level, compass, and 
chain, through the Tejon Pass, the Cafiada, &c.,and you 
may restassured that I shal) not leave these mountains tll 
1 bave data from which to make areport, based upou coum 
bers and calculations which no one can dispute 

From what! have said, you will see that the diffieulty of 
crossing the mountains is greater than we supposed Che 
extent of the difficulty, [ am not, at present, able to state 
and will not be ull | have made a survey As to the prac 
ticability of crossing, | have no doubt, and am inclined to 
think, the best point will be one of the passes leading into 
the Tejon. I conceive Walker’s Pass to be almost ont of 
the question; and if it were as good as the others, to b 
badly situated. 


* * * * * . . . 


Truly and respectfully yours, 
R. 8. WILLIAMSON, 
Lieut. U.S. Topogruphical Engineers 
Hon. Wa. M. Gwin, 


San Francisco, California. 


Derdr Camp, CaLirognnia, (on Pose Creek.) ) 


lugust 24, 1653 ‘ 


Mason: Since our arrival, and on the way here, | have 
had something of an opportunity of obtaining considerable 
information which is both new and Interesting to me: and 
hoping it may be so to others, | will give it for what itis 
worth. TI find that the character of the great Tulare Valley 
is very different from what most people have generally sup 


posed Although I had seen both ends of i several years 
ago, I had formed a wrong opinion of its valine and ad 
vantages. Atthe southern extremity, [ saw a very pretty 


arable spot, and had formed the idea that tt was much 
larger in extent than is really the case, and that there were 
other and similar locations But to be more particular, I 
will begin at the northern extrenity and come south, de 
scribing itas T go. 

On the eastern side.— The valley, by the way of the 
wagon road, from the San Joaquin river to the Tejon pases, 
is about one hundred and ninety seven miles in length, «ay 
in a strait line one hundred and fifty miles, and on an aver 
age, about fifly miles in width, or in area seven thousand 
five hundred square miles. Fromthe San Joaquin to King’s 
river, it is a dry and arid plain. On King’s river there is 
narrow bottom, averaging about half a mle wide by twents 
five long; twelve and one-third square miles. From King's 
river to the firstof Four Creeks i« a dry plain. Here is one 
of the most beautiful and fertile spots in California. tn 
extent it is about twenty. five miles by ten, and about one 
half of itis at present suscepuble of cultivation, the other 
half will require a great expenditure of labor in draining to 
make a portion of it inhabitable—say two hundred square 
milesin all. From the Four Creeksto Tula river i a dry, 
arid plain, little or no arable land on it. Tulato Kern, a 
barren plain. On Kern river there may poesibly be twenty 
square miles of inhabitable land From Kern river to Tejon 


pass, asandplain. At this point there may possibly be one 


| bill will meet with opposition, from the quantity || bundred and filty miles of tolerably good land though in some 
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portions it is very handsome, and the soil of most excel- 
font quality. Through the whole length of this valley runs 
a tula marsh, which expands in some places 1nto lak ea. 
These Inkes are, during most of the time, eonnected by a 
singgich stream of water, and borderd by marshes of tula, 
but during very dry seasous, these canals or channe ls are 
dry, and the lakes are vearly or quite so. A Mr. Anderson 
tells me he crossed the valley from east to west, to about the 
middle, in '1n44, and found the whole valley dry, with no 
water from mountain to mountain, The average distance 
from the Sierra Nevada, on the east to this marsh, is about 
twice ue great as the distance from the marsh to the coast 
range of mountains on the west. As there are po streams 
making down from the coast range into this marsh, except 
in very wet weather, the whole of that portion west of the 
‘Tula lakes is worthless in the extreme. 

Phe proportion, then, of this immense valley which can 
possibly be looked upon as inhabitable is small indeed—in 
all not more than three tundred and seventy-five square 
miles, or one twentieth part. With the exception of the 
places above-mentioned, there is little or no timber through- 
out the Jength and breadth of the whole valley. The In 
dians throughout this valley (and the same may be said of 
those in all tives part of California) appear to have no par 
ticular name for any of their lakes, rivers, plains, or mount 
ains, but call that one, or that portion of either occupied 
by them, after the name of the particular tribe or rancheria 
living there The names thus derived of those portions of 
the above-mentioned Great Tulare marsh, where it expands 
into lakes, are, commencing at the north, Tache, Clin ta 
che, Cho-lam, Tu-lum-ne or Kern, and Tu J4-ris (com 
monly ealled Buena Vista) lakes. Kern river, near where 
it expands into Kern lake, is called, by the Indians, Po- 
tin-cu la; higher up, the La-ha-lien; and in the mount- 
ains, Chi ma wee ya. Pose creek is called How che, or 
Haughelh che. [tis agreat pity that the Indian names of 
the different natural features of the country could not be 
preserved, instead of replacing them by those of psuedo 
discoverers, Who take this means of gratifying a prurient 
desire for fame, ata great expenditure ot good taste, cam 
mon sense, and common justice. In a few years more 
these Indian names will be all that remains of a ance pow- 
erful but rapidly decreasing people, vicums of cruelty, in 
justice, and the various diseases which follow in the wake 
of civilization, The Indians that live in this valley, re- 
side, for the most part of the time, along the base of the 
mountains. They have no permanent residences down in 
the plains, on account of the great annoyance which they 
experience from the mosquitoes, ants, and other insects. 
They come down, however, atthe proper seasons to fish and 
gather the roots of the tula, wild rice, and grass seeds, for 
food. Upon these, together with the acorns on the mount- 
gains, and a litte game which they contrive to kill, they 
manage to eke out a most miserable existence; but when 
very hard off for food, they are compelled to resort to theft. 
They have the reputation of being most accomplished 
thieves; but I know, from the best authority, that a great 
deal of the credit they have obtained for this kind of ras 
cality is justly due to a class of Americans stopping on the 
Four creeks, King’s river, and at some other points as far 
north as Stockton—particularly as to the stealing of horses, 
mules, and cattle. Among those to whom the most credit 
should be given, are two men, partners in business, (what 
business deponent saith not,) by the name of Dick Boat 
rigits and J. 8. Hawkins. These two men live on the 
Merced river, below Snetling’s rancho. They make, as 
do many others of the same stamp, a periodical visit 
to the vicinity of the Tejon pass, bring down a few 
goods, and a quantity of liquors, and always go back 
with a number of horses and mules which they say they 
have purchased from the Indians, but that some one has 
stolen them is shown by the fact of none having been 
visited with the brand of the owner. However, after they 
get further north, they manage to get an iron, which serves 
the purpose of a vent; a piece of common hoop iron can 
be very easily bent so asto answer the purpose desired. 

Before | proceed any further, Lam going to ask myself 
several questions. What is the necessity or use of Fort 
Miller as a garrison post?) What are the objects to be ac 
complished by having troops there? As they are at present 
located, can those objects be accomplished ? Ifnot, what 
more advantageous position ean be selected? I say I ask 
myself these questions, because [ have formed my own 
ideas upon the different points, or rather have presumed 
that such and such Was the cause. 

I would say that as to actual necessity, there is none; 
and their only use is, to act as a sortof nucleus for abouta 
hundred lazy, shifless vagabonds, who constitute ** Mug 
ginsville,”’ or** Millerstown.”? ‘The Indians in that vicinity 

and I am surprised at their paucity—are very peaceable, 
(in fact they are teo much diseased to be otherwise,) and 
were they not, the white men more than equal the Indians 
in numbers, men, women, and children. 

Some of the objects to: be accomplished are, [ presume, 
to protect the Indians from the white man’s abuse, and the 
whites from the Indians’ retaliation, commonly called out- 
rages or depredations. To prevent the Indians from the 
mountains from stealing from the inhabitants on the plains, 
or from any other section of country, or to Keep peace 
amongst the different tribes or Rancherias. 

As to the possibility of accomplishing these objects, I, of 
course, cannot say ; but I can say that they are not ac- 
complished, nor do f think it possible for the troops at Fort 
Miller to accomplish them. [ will explain: There is no 
business carried on in California more suecessfully than 
that of horse stealing by Indians and white horse thieves 
in this section of country, and no section, so long as it is 
occupied by those whose business it should be to check it 
as much as possible, presents more advantages for the 
business. 

The Indian thieves live along the east side of the coast 
range, from the Cajon pass up as far as the Tejon pass, 
and along the east side of the Sierra Nevada as tar north 
asthe head waters of the Merced and Tuolumne rivers. 
These Indians are all connected together; but the largest 
and worst band live just north of the head waters of 
Kern river, and in the vicinity of a large lake, probably 


the ope put down on Frémont’s map (irémont never | 


was there, though a portion of his party was) as Owens’s | 
lake. They are called the Sey-pan-te-se tribe, and in the 
Indian language the Mez-tene-os, (or bad Indians.) Now 
imagine yourself in Tejon pass, to the north you have the | 
great Tular and San Joaquin valleys, to the east the eastern 
slope ot the Sierra Nevada, to the south the eastern slope 
of the coast range, and to the southwest and west, the 
passes of San Francisco and Walker’s pass, leading to Los 
Angeles, and Santa Barbara respectively. (This last pass 
is named alter an Indian chief, called Wal-ke-ra, and by 
Amenecans perverted into Walker’s; and is the Walker’s 
pass of the coast range, not of the Sierra Nevada. He is 
from the nver Severn, and the most expert horse-thief in 
all California. He is a Eutaw chief, speaks Spanish, and 
has a large band with him: and several of the Rancheros, 
amongst whom is Williams, pay him tribute or black mail.) 
From this poiwt you can go with wagons in each of the 
directions mentioned, except to Santa Barbara. Bear in 
mind the fact, that the mountain [Indians are those who 
steal and commit all the depredations, (though those in the 
plains may be cognizant of the act,) and also that they live 
on the east side of the mountain range. They go to the 
southern country, steal animals, run them out of the Cajon 
or San Francisco passes, bring them north, run some of 
them into the ‘Tulare valley, through the Tejon pass, dis- 
pose of them to traders, (many of whom are deserters from 
the army,) and take the rest on north and cache them near 
the head waters of the Merced and Tuolumne rivers, and 
then at their leisure dispose of them to these or other 
Americans and Californians. A large proportion of the 
animals stolen are killed for food, or used by the Indians as 
saddle animals. Among these horse thieves are a great 
many Indians who were brought up on the missions ; they 
speak the Spanish language, and are commonly great ras- 
cals. Now, the nearest practicable way to get at any of 
these Indians, starting from Fort Miller, is to go by this 
point: fifty miles from the Tejon pass. (tis said, with what 
truth L Know not, that horses are stolen from the no, and 
taken to the south by the same routes.) In fact, for all 
movements against these Indians living between the Cajon 
pass on the south, and Carson valley on the north, the 
Tejon, or Walker’s pass, (though [ think the former by far 
the preferable location,) appears to be the two best points 
from which to start; and as the great sand plain on the east, 
cnd the coast range on the west, necessarily force all trav- 
elers by land between the above-mentioned limits, to go by 
this point itis most admirably adapted for all the purposes 
of atrontier post. There is an amount of good land sufficient 





for raising a supply of grain, or supporting a number of | 


animals adequate for all practicable purposes. ‘The dis 
tance from San Pedro, to Lus Angeles, is twenty-seven 
miles, and from Los Angeles, to the Tejon pass, but eighty 
five, and all but a few miles a most excellent and level 
wagon road, with plenty of grass, water, and wood: 
it being at an elevation of several hundred feet above 


the valley, the wind blowing tresh most of the year, | 


and no marshes in the vicinity, nothing should pre- 
vent it from being one of the most healthy spots in the 
healthiest country in the world. From what I have 
already said, you can readily imagine what would be my 
answer to the last question. Another idea has struck me 
very forcibly, this point—the Tejon pass—is right in 
the midst of the very Indians who go to Jurupa, (a post 
garrisoned by fifteen or twenty soldiers, and within rifle 
shot of a settlement of five hundred stalwart, two-fisted 
Mormons,) and steal animals almost every moon. Thus, 
then, stands the case: The Indians which the troops sta- 
tioned at Fort Miller will hereafter have to watch over, live 
to their east and south, and those under the charge of those 
stationed at Jurupa, come from their north. How would 
it work to bring those from the former place one handred 
and seventy-five miles south, and those from the latter 
place one hundred and twenty five miles north, where they 
would be joined in one body, and furnished with supplies 
from San Pedro by wagons, one hundred and twelve 
miles, or from Santa Barbara by pack mules, about eighty 
five miles, or from Memphis, by railroad, distance un 
known? Each would then be in the very best position 
to accomplish the objects most necessary, and to perform 
the dutiés which will hereafter devolve upon them. 

Between Walker's pass and the Tejon pass, and about 
thirty miles distant from each, there is plenty of pine 
timber for building purposes; and although it is in the 
mountains,is accessible. I am thoroughly convinced, that 
could the General form his ideas from actual observation, 
he would agree with me in most of the views [ have advanced 
above ; and [ have not the slightest doubt but that the posts 
of Fort Miller and Jurupa will be broken up within a year 
from this time. 

Lieutenant Williamson is getting along remarkably well 
with his survey. He has completed his reconnoissance of 
all that pertion of the Sierra Nevada from the head of Kern 
river to the coast range, and a most thorough one he has 
made. Walker’s pass is of no aceount at all. He will 
proceed, as soon as the wagons arrive from Fort Miller with 
the subsistence, stores, (and what detains them [ cannot 
contrive, for they are now due six days,) to run several 
lines of levels through the different passes in the vicinity of 
the Tejon. Nothing as yet has been heard from Beal. 
The body ofthe man who strayed from Lieutenant McLean’s 
party, was found on the plains between Kern river and the 
Tejon. The weather is quite warm, varying ‘rom 98° to 
105° at mid day, and in the cool shade, and from 46° to 60° at 
sunrise in the morning. Although the difference of tem- 
perature during twelve hours bas been as great as 50°, yet 
this great change is hardly felt. It has been raining for the 
last ten days, er a fortnight, over in the basin or plain be- 
yond the mountains, some days quite hard. We had con- 
siderable of a shower here on the 17th instant, lasting about 
three hours, and wetting the ground an inch or more in 
depth. Please excuse my prosiness and freedom of speech ; 
and should the communication contain any ideas you may 
consider worthy of attention, you can make what use of 
them you may think proper. 

I remain, very truly and respectfully, 
GEORGE STONEMAN, 
“ First Lieut. Dragoons. 
Major O. Cross, Quartermaster U.S. Army. 
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Dee. 12, 
I have, in addition to these interestine State. 
ments, notes of Mr. Aubrey’s expedition from 
lejon pass to the Rio del Norte 
which | will read to the Senate: 


t 
ine 


» at Albuquerque 


NOTES BY F. X. AUBREY. 

Teson Pass, July 10th, 1853.—As the country betwe 
this point aud San Francisco is well kuown, I haye k, = 
no minutes of my journey thus far. We crossed the net 
Nevada at the Tejon pass, which is about the thir; 
parallel of latitude, and about fifty miles south of Wa 
pass. From this point, we will travel east until! We react 
the Rio Grande, at Albuquerque, New Mexico. | t ic We 
to remark that, unfortunately, there is no one with ns wl 
knows anything of the country through which we n ae 
pass, and we could not obtain any information in regard { . 
it. My party consists of eighteen men—twelve Amerie Z 
and six Mexicans. Messrs. Tully, of Santa Fé, and Adait 
of Independence, have joined us for a pleasure trip. We 
use pack animals entirely, having neither waggon jor ¢ As 
riage. 

July !1.—Left the pass, and made twelve miles east 
a level, gravelly, and sandy soil, and found a spring of 
water. 

July 12.—Traveled twenty miles eastward. The country 
similar to that of yesterday ; we met with no timber, | 
found several springs of fresh water ; there is timber in the 
mountains, about the Tejon pass, but none on the east: = 
side of them. 

July 14.—Traveled to-day thirty-five miles east, and 
struck the Mohave river, where we found plenty of goog 
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at others it contains as much as two feet of water. Then 
is alittle cottonwood timber upon its banks, and « ie 
brakes in great abundance. The cane is not of the large 
species. 

The Mohave takes its rise in the San Bernardino 
mountains, which he to the south of us, and after pursning 
a northern course to a pointa little north of our present 
‘amp, turn suddenly east, and soon south of east, to empty 
into the great Colorado. Found good grass for our animals. 
| Made twenty miles back along the Mohave, and found 
water, timber, and grass abundant. 

July 15.—C tinued along the river about eighteen miles 
further in a direction nearly east ; then leaving the Mohave 
to our right, we traveled fifteen miles northeast. Met with 
abundance of grass, a little timber, and a few miles of fer 
| tile land, along the river. There is no water in the bed of 
the stream, but it may be had by digging a few feet. Found 
wild cane from time to time. Encamped without water, 
grass, or wood. 

July 16.—Still pursuing a northeastern course. We tray- 
eled to day thirty-five miles, over a level, gravelly soi!, 
We have deviated trom our due east course, in order to 
avoid a region of sand bills that lie to our right, and di- 
rectly between us and the great Colorado. The weather is 
very hot, and no rain has fallen since we left the pass. So 
far we have met with neither Indians nor game of any 
kind. We obtained a littie water about half way in our 
day’s journey, but saw no timber or grass. 

July 17.—Made thirty-three miles, northeast, over a 
level, gravelly country; about half way, obtained a little 
very bad water. No grass or timber insight during the day ; 
| but at night we obtained good water, grass, and wild cane. 

Prairie mountains lie on both sides of the trail. 
July 18.—Traveled twenty miles, still northeast, overa 
level country. Saw but little good Jand, and no timber. 
After traveling about five miles, we found good spring water, 
but encamped without any. 
July 19.—Course still northeast; distance, thirty-two 
miles, country level, soil interior; grass and water, but no 
timber. 
July 20.—Made twenty miles northeast, over a level, 
gravelly country, and obtained good spring water and grass. 
Saw no timber. 
July 21.—Were detained in camp all day, by the sick- 
ness of one of the men. 
July 22.—Traveled twenty miles east southeast, most 
of the distance through a little cafion, where we found 
grass, water, and cane in abundance, and struck the great 
Colorado of the west. The river, at this place, is over 
, three hundred yards in width, and has from ten to fifleen 
feet water in the channel. Its banks are entirely destitute 
of timber and grass; in fact, no vegetation is met with ex 
cepta small shrub called chamezo by the Mexicans, and 
L believe artemisia by botanists. We were very fortunate 
in striking the river at a point where there are neither cai 
ons nor mountains; although the country appears very 
rough and mountainous, both to the north and south of us. 
To the north, the rocks are black and irregular, and seem 
to be volcanic; whilst the cliffs to the south are of red 
sand-stone. The banks, at the crossing, are low, rocky, 
and unchanging, and the current exceedingly rapid. 

We followed the river up for five miles, and selected a 
crossing where it is some two hundred yards wide and 
twenty or twenty-five feet deep. We succeeded in find- 
ing a little drift wood, of which we made a raft. Four 
men took charge of it, and it was carried some three miles 
with the current before it could be landed. The heigits 
were covered with Indians, in readiness to shoot us down. 
|| I started duwn with four men to follow the raft, and protect 
the men who were upon it, having ordered the camp to 
move down in haste. Having unloaded the raft upon the 
eastern bank, the men recrossed the river, and we selected 
|| & camp Opposite the place where the baggage was de 
posited, and during the night kept up a constant fire with 
our rifles across the river, and in this manner protected It 
from the Indians. 

The animals were taken to the crossing I at first se- 
lected to swim the river. I took them up with three men 
on the west bank, and four men received them on the op- 
posite side. This detained us half a day; and altogether, 
we were detained five days from crossing the river. 

The drift-wood of which we constructed our little ratt, 
appeared to have been cut by beavers. These anima's 
|| must be exceedingly abundant, as they destroyed, during 
| the first night, the ropes with which our raft was bound tw- 
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ther. and carried off the timber. The loss of the ropes 
was a great inconvenience to us. We set a guard after- 
coords, at night, over our second raft, to protect it from a 
r fate 
rhe river showed signs of having been some fifteen feet 
er than when we crossed it. It is here a grand and 
cent stream—swilt, like the Mississippi, and, appa 
iy. as well adapted to navigation. 
rhe place of our crossing is well suited to bridging, or 
by steam, or otherwise. 

We saw no water fowl about the river, and only a few 
antelope and black tailed deer. East of the river we en 
eountered a great many rattle-snakes of an uncommonly 
large size. They seem to be a new species, as their tails 
are covered, for some six inches from the point, with al- 
ternate white and black rings of hair or bristles, abet a 
quarter of an inch long. 

,-cording to my observations, the Colorado of the west 
s set down upon the maps greatly to the east—perhaps as 
nuh as one hundred and fifty miles. 

ihe Indians were constantly in sight, and watching our 
movements. They could not be induced to approach us ; 
but assured us, across the river, that they were Mohaves. 

On one oceasion, while at rest for a few minutes ina 
deep guiley, about a mile from the crossing on the west 
side of the river, a Mexican mule-boy discovered some- 
thing glistening upon the ground, which, on examina 

mn. proved to be gold. We at once commenced washing 
ennd in our tin-cups, and in every one discovered particles 
of gold. This gold was discovered in a dark, coarse sand, 
anda black, heavy sand was found in the cup after wash 
ing away the gravel. The sandy soil was so compact, that 
we could not dig it up with our fingers. The Indians being 
still on the heights near us, and our party being separated 
hy the river, the danger was so great that we could not re 
main longerat this spot. I intended to return again, but 
the Indians became so numerous that it Was impossible to 
This gulley is on the right bank of the river, and 
the head of itis in a very rough and rugged mountain. 

July 27.—We washed sand on the east side of the river, 
and found gold in greater a‘undance than on any previous 
oceasion. I myself washed a tin-cup full of yellow clay, 
and found about twenty five cents’? worth of pure metal. 
The Mexican boy, on washing a frying-pan full of coarse 
sand, found from forty to fifty particles of pure gold, some 
of which were as large as the head of a pin. We took the 
clay and sand from the top of the ground without digging. 
The appearance of the country also indicates gold; made 
no further examination, as our animals had subsisted for 
five days upon the chamezo, without a blade of grass, and 
our provisions had been damaged in the Colorado, which 
must cattse us to travel several days without anything to 
eat 

To-day we made ten miles east. 
out wood, water, or grass. 

July 28.—Two of our men being sick, we were compelled 
to return to the river on their account. Struek it some fif- 
teen miles below the crossing, and found that from near 
that point it makes a considerable bend towards the east. 
The country here dees not indicate gold, nor could we 
find any on washing the sands. 

July 29.—The condition of our sick men obliged us to 
remain in camp all day. Our animals were in a starving 
condition, as there is not a particle of grass on or near the 
river. 

July 30.—Left the river and traveled fifteen miles east 
and five miles northeast. A sick Mexican was so much 
disabled that we were compelled to make for a mountain 
north of us which indicated water; but we found neither 
water, timber, nor grass. 





dose 


The country is with- 


July 31.—Traveled eight miles northeast, and struck a | 
large stream, but much smaller than the Colorado, coming | 


fryn the east southeast, and running north vorthwest. 
This stream may be what the Mexicans designate as the 
Rio Grande de los Apaches, and what the Americans have 
recently ealled the Little Red river. 

One of my Mexicans followed this stream a few miles, 
and says thatit empties into the Colorado seven or eight 
miles below camp, and that there is below us a valley of 
good soil and grass in abundance. Where we struck this 
stream there is neither timber nor grass. 

In the evening we traveled five miles south, to avoid 
mountains, and as many east. The country was level, but 
without grass or timber. 

The mountains, or, perhaps more properly, hills, that we 


have thus far met with. are nothing more than elevations of 


various forms and dimensions, dispersed in a detached and 
irregular manner over a vast and otherwise uninterrupted 
pluteau. Hence I have constantly termed the country 
level, and very properly, as it may be traversed in all direc 
tons among the solitary and detached elevations or mouut- 
ains without the necessity of crossing them. 

iueust 1.—Traveled twenty miles east, and found a 
spring of good water. The grass was abundant, and cedar 
trees were seen on the highlands. The country is level 
and the soil inferior. 

Iugust 2.—Made ten miles east, crossing a mountain or 
ridge where we found a fine pass, grass and timber, (cedar 
and pifion) abundant. 

August 3.—Traveird twenty miles south of east, overa 
country somewhat broken; timber and grass abundant. 
Indians were in numbers all day, shooting arrows every 
moment. They wounded some of our mules, and my 
famous mare Dolly, who bas so often rescued me from 
danger by her speed and capacity of endurance. 

-lugust 4.—We moved ten miles south to avoid mount- 
ains, and struck a valley which we left a few days since, 
and which extends to the Colorado. The mountains which 
we lefi are covered with timber. Grass and water are found 
in plenty. 

The Indians commenced firing on us at sunrise, and 
continued until we reached camp. Arrows passed through 
the clothes of several of the men, and three passed through 
my own clothes, and [ was slign'ly wounded by two others 
in different places. An arrow passed through the collar of 
Dick Williams. We killed several of the Indians, and 


wounded more. Peter Prudon accidently shot himself in 
the right knee. 


August 5.—Traveled ten miles southeast in a valley; no 
water ; grass and timber in abundance on all the mountains. 
-lugust 6.—Continued ten miles southeast in the same 
valley in which we traveled 


yesterday ; found no water, 


but good grass and plenty of timber on and below the 
mountains As our sick men are unable to travel, we ar 
suffering for water, having been nearly three dave without 


any, and indications are not now favorable. 
around us. 


Indians still 


lugust 7.—Traveled ten miles southeast, half the dis 
tance in the same valley, and then wentto a mountain 
and found good water, grass, and timber. All the mount 
ains in this country are covered with cedar, pine, and 
pifion. The grassis good in all the prairies, but none of 
them have any water. The soilis sandy, and full of par 
ticles Of mica Indians are numerous, and continue to fire 
upon us. 

August 8.—Made fifteen miles east, southeast, crossing a 
little chain of mountains, where we found a level pass and 
Umber; grass and water io abundance Crossed a stream 
running from northeast to the southwest, which | think go 
to the Colorado, After crossing the mountains we passed 
through a fine valley with an abundance of good spring 
water and timber near it. ‘The indians attacked the camp 
several times last night, but without success, and continued 
fighting us during th: day, but with less boldness and reso 
lution. 

August 9.—After proceeding eight miles east, we found 
ourselves surrounded by canous, apparently from one to 
four thousand feet deep—at least we sometimes could not 
see the bottom. We were compelled to return to the same 
camp. The country is high and level, and well supplied 
with timber, grass, and water 

August 10.—Moved ten miles southesst over a somewhat 
broken country. Crossed a stream of good water (with 
tumber along its course) which is evidently a tributary of 
the Gila. The country indicates gold in abundance. We 
crossed a litte chain of mountains, where we found a great 
quantity of silver ore, in flint rocks. 

Alugust 11.—Traveled southeast over a country a little 
broken, but well supplied with water, grass, and timber. 
indications of gold still exist. 

lugust 12.—Made fifteen miles southeast, crossing the 
bed of a large stream now dry, with plenty of timber along it. 
Struck the valley which we left some five or six days ago, 
having crossed a few days ago the head waters of a stream 
which passes through it. 

This valley will be of the utmost importance in the making 
of a wagon or railroad. 

To day, for the first time on this trip, we ate a dinner of 
mule meat. It was a new dish to most of our men, and 
made some of them sick. ‘lo me it was an old acquaint 
ance, and [ feel well. It only served to remind me of hard 
times on other journeys. The quality of the meat depends 
on the appetite of the man. Several of us are now’on 
foot. 

August 13.—Marched twenty miles east, leaving to our 
right the great valley so often mentioned; and which ex 
tends to the Colorado. Passed through a little valley be 
tween two mountains, where we found timber, grass, and 
waterin abundance. The soil was excellent. 

We here met Indians, who professed to be very friendly, 
with papers of recommendation from the commanding 
Officer of Fort Yama, on the Gila trail. 

August 14.—We left early, and after traveling five miles 
in an eastern direction, stopped to breakfast near an Indian 
cap of Garroteros. They professed friendship, but, hav 
ing no faith in their professions, I selected a camp on the 
top of a smalt hill, which would give us an advantage in 
case of a fight. All went on well until our mules were 
saddied and we were ready to start, when, at a given sig 
nal, some forty or fifty Indians, apparently unarmed, and 
accompanied by their squaws, children, and babies (tied to 
boards) in their arms, very suddenly charged upon us and 
attempted to destroy the whole party with clubs and rocks. 
The signal of attack was the taking of my hand in fare 
well by a chief, which he held with all his strength. So 
soon as these first Indians commenced the fight, about two 
hundred more rushed from behind a hill and brush, and 
charged upon us with clubs, bows, and arrows. I thought, 
for a few minutes, that our party must necessarily be de 
strovyed: but some of us having disengaged ourselves, we 
shot them down so fast with our Colt’s revolvers, that we 
soon produced confusion among them and put them to 
flight. We owe our lives to these fire-arms, the best that 
were ever invented, and now brought, by successive im 
provements, to a state of perfection. 

Mr. Hendrey, an American, and Franciseo Guzman, a 
New Mexican, greatly distinguished themselves. 

Twelve of us, just two thirds of the party, were severely 
wounded. 1[, among the rest, was wounded in six places. 
Abner Adair, | fear, is dangerously injured. It was a very 
great satisfaction to ine to find that none of my men were 
killed, nor any of the animals lost. We bled very much 
from our numerous wounds; but the blood and bodies of 
the Indians covered the ground tor many yards around us. 
We killed over twenty five, and wounded more. The 
bows and arrows that we captured and destroyed would 
have more than filled a large wagon. 


s 


Before the attack commenced, the squaws kept the 
elubs, which were from eighteen to twenty-four inches 
long, concealed in deer skins about their-children. When 
put to flight, they threw their babies down into a deep, 
brushy guilev near at hand, by which many of them must 
have been killed. This is the first time I ever met with a 
war party of Indians accompanied by their wives and 
children. The presence of the latter was evidently to re 
move from our minds all suspicion of foul play on their 
part. I was never before in so perilous a condition with a 
party in all my life. On this occasion, which will be the 
last, [ imprudently gave my right hand, in parting, to the 
Indian chief. The left must answer for leave taking here- 
after. 

We have thus far had so much ill-luck to encounter that 
our arrival at our destination must be much delayed. First, 
our men fell sick, then our provisions were damaged in the 
Colorado ; Jatterly a man shot himself through the Knee ; 


|| our mules’ feet, for want of shoes, are worn out; and to 
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crown all, to-day, twe thirds of the party are badly wound 
ed, and all have barely escaped with their lives. We are 
now subsisting entirely on 


much of that as we want 


mule meat, and do not get as 


We are without salt and pepper 


and in ther absence li requires a stout stomach to eat Our 





ture But nobody complains? and the wsibility of not 
doing what we have set out to do has pever entered the 
minds of my party 

We traveled *ve miles this afternoon, with the Indrans at 
our heels shooting arrows at us every moment 

elugust 15.—Traveled ten miles east, among mountains, 
where we found water, grass, and timber in abundance 


Indians around us all day shooting arrows | outted, in 
the proper place, to say that { brought away from the 
mountains we passed through on the l0t., a litte black 


sand, leas than a cup full, and found in it, on wash ing, 
twelve or fifteen particles of pure gold 

August 1 Made ten miles east, and found no water: 
plenty of grass and timber seen on the mountains north 
us Indians still numerous and troublesome lo day 


met 
with copper in very great quantines A ve 


native metal, about an inch and a half 
seen sticking out from a rock, which oust have Worn Q@WAY 
by time and left the copper exposed I think there is gold 
in the ore, but am not 

Our condiuon 
wounds upon me 


m of the pure 


in diameter, was 


certain 

at present is bad enough I bave eight 
, five of which cause me much suffering ; 
and at the same time my mule having given out, | have to 
walk the whole distance. Thirteen of us are now wounded, 
and one is sick, so that we have only four men in gond 
health. We are unable to travel faster on aceount of 
Adair’s condition 


Our canteens, &« having been broken or destroved in 
our fight with the Indians, we cannot carry water enough 
for more than half a day This loss caused us to saffer 
more than can be imagined. Our animals were broken 
down by this traveling, which could net be avoided. We 
would come across abundance of water every day if we 
could march some twenty-five or thirty miles, bat our con 
dition is such that it requires three days to make that emall 
distance In addition to all this, we are now on half 
rations of horse meat; and I have the misfortune to know 
that it is the flesh of my inestimable mare 
so often by her speed saved me hands of 
Indians by the Garroteros, 
she gave out, and we are now subsisting upon her flesh 

Alugust 17 Moved to-day about ten miles east, over a 
country rather rough Suffering much for want of water. 
In crossing mountains, we have to select the highest places 
instead ot the regular passes, as when caught 


Dolly, who has 
from death at th 
Being wounded some days ag 


Mm CAnMONE OF 
gulleys, we are not strong enough to fight the Indians ! 
day, trom the top of a little mountain, | saw the great val 
ley, so often mentioned, extending to the Colorado, not 
over twenty miles south of us, and it now seems te turn 
more tothe east. I intend to make for it. [ entertain 
fears that Adair and Baskerville are in danger from their 
wounds; all the others are getting better 

August 18.—Moved only five miles south of east. Found 
water, grass, and some timber. 

August 19.—Went five miles to-day in the same direction 
as yesterday, and came to the great valley that extends to 
the Colorado. Encamped on a creek of good water and 
grass; Adair being sometimes unable to travel, we are wait 
ing on him. Indians around us shooting arrows We 
never return their fire without being certain of our shots 

August 20.—Traveled twenty miles east overa level, 
gravelly country; crossed a creek ; found good grass; no 
timber in sight 

August 21.—Moved ten miles enst over a level, gravelly 
country, and struck a large stream, which ts, no dowbt, a 
branch of the Gila. The mountains to the north of us ar 
very rough, and without timber. 

There is no grass on this stream, which is thirty varde 
wide, with three feet of water in the channel 
is from north to south 

August 22 Made ten miles south east to a mountain 
Country level, and without grass ortimber 

August 23. " 


same 


Its couret 


Vioved about the same distance and tn th 
direction, over a low gravely country Struck a 
stream of good water, but without grase or timber 

August 24.—Went about eight miles north east 
camped in the mountains, where we met with 
Tontos No timber seen to-day 

August W 
Tontos live 


and en 
\paches 


Crossed the mountains where the Apaches 
: found water, timber, and grass in abundance 
Traveled fifteen miles north east from the top of this mount 
ain, from which we saw the Sierra Blanca Mountains, 
which are near the Pueblo of Zuni 

Saw a prairie extending from the east end of the Garro 
tero mountain to the upper end of the Sierra Blanca. Tf saw 
this prairie when we were at the east end of the Garrotero 
mountain, but we were notina condition to examine it 
fifty miles is nothing with good animals: but ours were 
broken down, and our wounded men were unable to travel 
over ten miles a day But [ saw the country sufficient 
well to convince me that there will be no obstacle whatever 
to the making ofa rail or wagon road. The mountains which 
we crossed to-day are impracticable for either. f should 
like to return ‘othe east end of 
and pursue the route [ indicate ; but it is utterly impossibie 
to do #0, as we are now tiving on berries and herbs We 
would rejoice to have mule-meat; 


the Garretero mountar 


but we have eo few ani 
nals, and so many wounded men, that it would be unsafe 
to killany more. I have the good fortune of having true 
men with me, otherwise it would be uncertuin that the 
party could get through; but I have contidence in my men 
and J feel positively certain that we will make the trip 

It will take us some ten or twelve days to reach Zui 
where we expect to procure provisions 


I shall travel ne 
the mountains, as heretofore, on account of the certaint 
and facility of getting water; but shall remain in sig! 
the prairie extending from the Garrotero tw the 
Blanca mountain. 

August 26.—Moved ten miles east north east, most of 
the way along a creek, where we found grasein { ity, 
and some timber. The Apaches Toutos are numerous and 
troublesome. 


August 27.—Made fifteen miles east, crossing two 
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streams, which are branches of the Gila. We met Indians 
to day, who, I think, are not Apaches Tontos, as they do 
not speak any Spanish, and refuse to answer our questions. 
We obtamed from them over fifteen hundred doilars worth 
of gold for a few old articles of clothing. The Indians use 
gold bullets for theirguns.* They are of different sizes, and 
each Indian has a pouch of them. We saw an Indian load 
his gun with one large and three small gold bullets to shoot 
arabbit. They proposed exchanging them for lead ; but I 
preferred trading other articles. Whether the Indians made 
these balls themselves, or whether they were obtained by 
the murder of miners in California or Sonora, [ am unable; 
lo Ay. 

August 282.—Traveled ten miles eastover a good country 
met with more Indians, and traded for some horse meat, 
by giving articles of clothiug in exchange. We traded also 
for a few hundred dollars’ worth of gold. 
broke down, and an Indian gave me foritalump of gold 
weighing a pound and a half, less one ounce. 

‘The Indians are so numerous, they would destroy the 
party if we allowed them the least chance. But we are 
very vigilant, and select camps on elevated places. conse 
quently we are unable to make any examinations for gold 
in the sauds of the country. The [ndians call themselves 
Belenios. 

August 29.—Traveled some twenty miles in an eastern 
direction ; the country quite level, and the land good, with 
plenty of grass and water. 

August 30.—Traveled to-day about fifteen miles east, 
over a country a little broken. Water and grass abundant. 

August 31.—Moved about twelve miles nerth of east, 
over a country similar to that of yesterday. 
grass, and pine timber, 

September 1.—Traveted fifteen miles over a country a 
littie broken, and well supplied with water, grass, and 
timber. 

The soil was good 

S-ptemiver 2.—Traveled the same distance northeast to 
the Sierra Blanca. Followed Indian trails all day, and 
found grass, water, and pine timber in great abundance ; 
aud most of the soilis of a superior quality. 

September 3.—Pursuing the same course, we traveled 
some filteen miles among the same mountains. To-day we 
passed through valleys of good soil, and we found the pine 
timber in greater abundance than yesterday. The trees are 
generally from two and a half to five feet in diameter, and 
over two hundred feet high. We have seen timber enough 
to-day to make a railroad from the Eastern States to the 
Pacific. The passes through this mountain are level, and 
can be traveled by wagons withoutany difficulty whatever. 

September 4.—Made twenty five miles northeast, cross 
ing the Colorado Chiquito after traveling about two miles. 
The land is level and good, and water and wood are plenty. 

September 5.—Made twenty miles east northeast, and got 
out of the mountains after traveling five miles; struck the 
prairie, where we found good soil, grass, and water. 

September 6.—Continuing northeast over a good and level 
country for twenty-five miles, we reached the Indian town 
or pueblo of Zufi, where we met witha hospitable and 
civilized population, from whom we obtained an abundance 
of good provisions, over which we greatly rejoiced. 

We have subsisted for a month on mule and borse-flesh, 
and for the most of that time, on half or quarter rations. 
Butas I have reached this place with all my men, feel 
satisfied. I shall take no notes of the country from this 
town to Albuquerque on the Rio Grande, asa level and 
much-traveled wagon road exists between the two places, 
and is familiar to the people of New Mexico. It has been 
described by others, and is well known to present no diffi- 
culties to the construction of a railroad. 

September 10.—At Albuquerque, New Mexico. Before 
laying aside my pencil, for the use of which I have no 
fancy. I shall set down a few ideas that are now prominent 
in my recollection. 

[set out, inthe first place, upon this journey, simply to 
gratify my own curtosity, as to the practicability of one of 
the much talked of routes forthe contemplated Atiantic and 
Pacific railroad. Having previously traveled the southern 
or Gila route, [ felt anxious to compare it with the Albu- 
querque or middie route. Although [ conceive the former 
to be every way practicable, | now give it as my opinion 
that the tatter is equally so, whilst it bas the additional ad- 
vantage of being more central and serviceable to the Union. 
I believe the route [ traveled is far enough south to be cer- 
tainly free from the danger of obstruction by snows in win- 
ter. The route, in ail its length, may be said to pass over 
a high platean, or generally level country, for the most part 
thickly studded with prairie mountains, or detached eleva- 
tions, seldom so linked together us to deserve to be called a 
chain of mountains. Numerous mountains were at all 
times in sight; but being for the most part isolated peaks, 
a detour of a few miles would always supersede the neces- 
sity of crossing them. ‘To the south of our route from the 
Great Colorado to Zufi, the country was more level than 
on the nerth, and for the greater part of the distance a val 
ley extends nearly due east and west to the Colorado. The 
existence of so many mountains along the way must be 
considered, in reference to a railroad, as a very fortunate 


circumstance instead of a disadvantage, as it is the mount. | 


ains alone which furnish 
water. 


the timber and never failing 
The plains are the only deserts and barren spots, 


if they are to be called so after the fashion of the day, | 


which exist in all that vast region of country which lies 
between the Gile on the south and the British Possessions 
on the north, and the Rie Grande on the east, and the 
Sierra Nevada of California on the west. The plateau, or 
table lands, must furnish the track upon which the road is to 
be laid; but the mountains adjacent must furnish the timber, 
and the water for the use of men and animals emplovedin 
its construction, and for the use of the depéts afterwards. 
It is well for the country over which I passed that these 
mountains exist, as without them it would be in reality 
one vast and repulsive desert. It would be a disadvantage 
for a railroad to have to cross thei, as, although not diffi- 
cull to cross, it would much increase the expense. But [ 
eaw nothing that rendered it at all probable that they would 
have to be crossed. 


To-day a mule | 


Found water, | 


On the contrary, [am satisfied that | 
«@ railroad may be run almost mathamatically direct from || ance in ali the other valleys as far as Jacum. From Tecate | 
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Zufi to the Colorado, and from thence to the Tejon pass 
in California. The section from the pass to San Francisco 
should leave the ‘Tulare lake to the west, and should pass 
through the coast range of mountains, say in the neigh 
borhood of San Juan, and thence to San Francisco, and 
by a branch to Stockton. 

‘The west side of Tulare lake is unfit for a road on ac 
count of its miry nature. The section of the route from 
Zuni to Albuquerque is plain sailing. That from Albu 
querque to Independence, or St. Louis, or Memphis, is 
equally plain, by two or three well Known passes through 
the Sandia mountains, which lie east of the Rio Grande 

Certain slight deviations from the track which | pursued 
would tmprove the route. For instance, it would be better 
to leave my trail to the north, at a point say one hundred 
and eighty miles east of the sierra Nevada, and intersect 
it again some fifleeun miles west of the Colorado. On the 
east side of the Colorado the road should pursue a directly 
eastern course for seventy-five miles, and thenee take an 


_ east southeast course for nearly two, hundred miles, at the 


foot and on the south side of the mountains inhabited by 
the Garrotero Indians. ‘Thence northeast for fifteen miles 
inaprairie between those mountains and a range of moun- 
tains, Which seem to extend to the Gila. From this point 
the road should run easterly to the Colorado Chiquito river, 
aud thence northeast to Zufi. The distahee trom the east 
end of the Garrotero mountain to Zufi is about two hun- 
dred miles. This route, as [ indicate it, will pass at all 
times in sight of my trail, and through as practicable a 
country as any railroad route of the same distance in the 
United States. 

The proposed route hy the Sangre de Cristo, north of 
Taos, | take, if practicable at all, to be very objectionable, 
on account of the vast elevations the road must ascend to, 
and the large quantities of snow which fall and remain 
there so long during the winter months. This route has, 
also, the additional disadvantage of crossing two rivers, the 
Grand and the Green, either of which would be as costly 
to bridge as the Colorado. 

A route has been somewhat spoken of just north of the 
Gila, with the view of having the route wholly on Ameri- 
can ground. That, | am satistied, is altogether out of the 
question, on account of mountains alone, if no other ob- 
jection existed. The Gila route proper, passing in part 
through Sonora, is objectionable on several accounts be- 
sides its situation. In the first place, there is no timber 
upon the plains, nor upon the volcanic mountains that lie 
along the way. A considerable part of the route, too, lies 
over a country destitute of vegetation, which, when dry, is 
a white powder, resembling flour, in which the feet of men 
and animals sink several inches. This same clay, when 
wet, is the most treacherous of quagmires. Some parts of 
the road are also very sandy. Dow Ambrosio Armijo, who 
took sheep to California last year, lost as many as eleven 
handred* among the sand hiits west of the Colorado, by 
sinking in the Sand, and being run over by those behind. 
Another serious objection to the Gila route is the great 
desert which lies west of the Colorado, and has an extent 
of oue hundred miles without wood or water. 

| bave no interest in recommending one of these routes 
more than another. I took sheep and wagons to California 
last year by the Gila route, and [am about to return that 
way to California again with sheep. Upon the route which 
[ have just traveled, | encountered many hardships and dan- 
gers, and met with serious pecuniary loss; yet [ say it is 
the best for a railroad, and would be excellent tor ordinary 
traveling but for the Indians. A large portion of the trail 
over which [ passed—some say two hundred and fifty miles 
west from the Rio Grande-—is, for the most part, admirably 
adapted to farming and stock raising. 


Mr. Aubrey has forwarded to me, with these 
notes, an interesting diagram of his route, which 
I shall present to the Senate to be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands with this bill. 

1 have also received from Lieutenant Hamil- 
ton and Major Andrews, of the United States 
Army, notes of their explorations from San Die- 
go to the mouth of the Gila river, and for some 


distance up the Colorado, with a diagram of their || 


route, which I[ also,present to the Senate: 


Legend to accompany map of routes from San Diego to 
the mouth of the Gila. 

It is believed that the San Diego and the mouth of the 
Gila are on the same parallel oftlatitude. The initial mona- 
ment is taken thirteen miles south of the San Diego, which 
varies little from the truth. The distance between the 
initial monument and the mouth of the Gila is assumed to 
be one hundred and forty-one miles, which [ think T re- 
member aright. In the Indian names | adopt the Spanish 
sound of the vowels and the English sound of the conso- 
nants, except where they have been so long used as to 
render them Mexican, in which case [ adopt the Mexican 
orthography. Carriage roads now in use are marked thus = 
Proposed routes of railroads, thus (a redline.) Sum- 
mit of mountain ranges -- -- (red dots.) Indian villages, 
thus (a pyramid.) Paths, thus ———. Old unusual trails 
or water unknown, thus .........+ 

Commencing at San Diego, a road would run to the 
rancho of Tijuan along the level nearly of the sea—distance 
twenty-three miles, or nineteen three fourths as marked, 
from New San Diego. Hence, with but slight ascent and 
good road, we reach the spring of San Pedro y San Pablo, 
which is on the hill ata distance of fifteen miles from Ti 
juan. This eminence will be easily gained, or could be 
avoided altogether by going through Carrizita rancho and 
the Baja California read as indicated. Hence to Tecate is 
only a regular rise of water. Plenty of water at La Punta, 
Tijuan Creek, all the way to the last point of leaving it, 
spring of San Pedro and San Pabio, Carrizita, and 
through eight miles of Tecate Valley to San José, on 
Cartouch’s rancho. Tecate is forty-three three fourth 
miles from New San Diego. And the house is in Baja, 
California, by a few yards. There is plenty of wood in 
Tijuan Creek—-cotton-wood and willow. Oak in abund- | 
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| through you pass into other valleys, yet the ridges Daticnenn 

them are hardly perceptible. At San José, four , 

further, plenty of wood and water; at Valentine’. rane 

three miles further, plenty of wood and water : "AL 
| Mileuatai, four mules further, plenty of wood and Water 

Phis Milcuatai is a beautiful vailey, long, well timbered oy 
the edges, excellent pasture in the center, in form of . 
crescent, and has a pass out of it ina direet line tO San 
Diego, now used by the Government express from the Gua 
The pass is called Struck’s Pass, from the first mail ri le 
who went through it. This route | consider, from the +. 
ports I have had of it from express nen, as less practicabl 
by far, than the indicated route. The creek, as neen in 
the map, starting near the summit runs Past Santi wy 
and Juan Pedro’s rancho. and exhausts itself in Milena: ? 
valley. From first, water in Mileuatai valley to the su» — 
between Deseret and Sea is twelve miles—to sai, 
by road traveled, sixty seven mies. ‘Thus far all is of » rs 
ascent. An easy descent forten miles to Jacum vaiiey now 
takes place ; the ground supplying wood and water, To 
tal distance, by present wagon road, seventy and one half 
miles from New San Diego. To reach the desert, it is yoy 
necessary to descend, and for this purpose the present oy 
press route appears best calculated. At first sight it would 
require a stationary engine tor an inclined plane of say 
tour hundred feet; but the other advantages of this ronie 
being so weighty would justify a thorough examination ; f 
all the passes in this vicinity for the purpose of avoiding 
said plane. Don Santiago Arguella, a gentleman who wi)! 
soon be in your city, informed me that a gentle slope can 
be found down to the desert on the eastern side. [f this 
exists, [ will insure an easy approach to the summit. | 
believe this to be from twenty five to thirty mile- south of 
Jacum, and near a place called among the Indians and old 
Caliornians “ El Matadero,’? where a battle was ones 
fought between the settlers and Indians, and which is com 
mou property between the Mountain Indians of this side 
and the Cocopas of the Colorado. 

After arriving on the plain of the desert no ineon- 
veniences are found; and the whole distance, from the 
mouth of the Gila to San Diego, would not exceed one hyp- 

| dred and sixty five miles—the air-rhumb being one byn- 
| dred and forty-one miles. 

No difficulties are to be met with in the Vallecitos route, 

| except that, by this route, it will be about one hundred and 
sixty miles from Camp Yuma to San Jose delValle, or 
Warner rancho, and from thence forty-five miles to San 
Luis Rey—a point considered in some of the speculations 
on the road. This route is in every way practicable, as 
| well as a route from San Luis to San Diego, and from San 
Luis to Los Angeles. 
Again, arriving at San José del Valle, an excellent route 
| lies direet through Temecula to Los Angeles. On this | 
have been as far as Temecula; and, | am told, the rest of 
the route is equally good. In faet, | believe a good route 
ean be obtained in either of the passes mentioned ; and, I 
might add, that an ascent from the desert can be made by 
| the Coyotes, via Juan Bautistas, Buena Vista rancho, and 
| thence to Temecula. 

_ At the request.of Lieutenant Hamilton, T have added to 
| the map above described that of the country between Jacum 
| pass and Colorado river. The whole distance is a level, 
| or so nearly so as to rise and fall imperceptibly. Hardly 

any grading would be required for a railroad, and thatlitile 
only where some dry anoyo of, say ten feet wide, occurs. 
To reach Colorado river at a suitable crossing place, | think 
| it would be nevessary, after passing either north or south 
| of Pilot Mountain, to bear northeast to the point marked 
on the map. From this crossing is also the most favorable 
| direction for gaining the valley of the Gila, which would 
| be reached over the level desert fifteen miles east of the 
| Colorado. The soil of this country is barren, save in the 
bottoms, where a growth of mezquit occurs. Near the 
| Colorado the cotton- wood and willow mingle with mesquit 
There is no building stone, after leaving Jacum, until reach 
ing a point eighty miles upthe Gila. ‘The chief advantages 
of this line are its directness and level ground The Col 
| orado is navigable for steamers of good power, and five 
feet draught to Lighthouse Rock, about two hundred and 
| ten miles, by the stream, from its mouth. The current in 
summer is three and a quarter miles, and during the June 
flood six and a quarter miles an hour. I have sounded 
from the mouth to Lighthouse Rock, and never found less 
than six feet six inches water. These soundings were 
| taken below the Gila in March, 1852, and above the Gila 
| in October, 1852, both months of low water. 
Respectfully submitted, GEO. P. ANDREWS. 
Brevet Major U.S. Army. 


I will here observe, Mr. President, that | have 
| so worded this bill, that if it is ascertained that the 
| only practicable route of the great national rail- 
| road should be by the Gila river, the State of Cal- 
| ifornia can provide for the appropriation of the 
| land granted for the construction of a road passing 
| down the valleys of the coast range of mountains 
| to San Diego, and thence to the mouth of the 
Gila. I have applied to the Secretary of War 
| for orders to Lieutenant Williamson, who has 
| charge of the exploring party on the Pacific coast, 
| to extend his explorations, pursuing the course of 
| the coast range of mountains, and the valley of 
the Sacramento river, to Noble’s Pass, through 
the Sierra Nevada mountains, and to give that 
| pass a thorough examination. The Secretary 
| has expressed his willingness to grant my request, 
provided Congress would make the necessary ®p- 
propriation, which, I hope, will be done at an 
early day. 

r. President, I am an ardent advocate of the 
great Pacific railroad. 1 believe it is the duty of 
the General Government to contribute liberally in 
land and money to aid in the construction of this 
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